
 

 

An Important Message Regarding COVID-19 

Good afternoon, Rutland region community partners. 

As we continue to monitor the ever-evolving situation surrounding the spread of 

COVID-19, we wanted to make sure you are aware of some of the resources and 

information available to address the challenges ahead. We know you may have questions 

regarding what to do to protect yourselves, your employees, customers, families, and 

friends. 

This situation will continue to remain fluid in the days and weeks ahead, and this 

information will require continual updating so please be sure to check these links often for 

updates. It is important to understand the spread of COVID-19 will be difficult to 

completely prevent, but we can take action to decrease our chances of exposure to slow 

the spreading of the virus to ease the chances of overwhelming our healthcare systems. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has released guidelines for businesses 

that you can find here  (there are links on this page that will provide you with additional 

guidelines beyond the business context, as well), and the Vermont Department of Health 

has released guidelines specific to the food and lodging industries which you can find 

here . If you believe you are experiencing symptoms, please contact the Vermont 

Department of Health at 802-863-7240. 

Our partners at the State and Federal levels continue to monitor the situation to address 

the impact on businesses. The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has issued 

guidance , as well as information on the SBA's Economic Injury Disaster Loans . The SBA 

is working with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small businesses 

and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the virus -- we continue to monitor 
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the development of this effort. If you are a Vermont small business being affected right 

now, we urge you to contact the SBA district office at 802-828-4422 as they gather details 

to share with the Governor's office to support continued requests for SBA assistance. 

Again, this situation is ongoing and developing. As information becomes available we will 

be certain to share, and we will continue to look at ways to better support our area 

businesses and the community at large during this challenging time. But we need your 

help. If there are ways we can be of further assistance, please let us know . And if there is 

information you feel we need to know, please reach out to us . We're in this together, and 

together we'll get through this. 

Thank you for your continued efforts throughout our region as we send well wishes and 

good health to all of you. 
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