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INTRODUCTION
Purpose of the Town Plan

The Pittsford Town Plan is a framework and guideréaching community goals and
providing a vision of the Town’s future. It alstieanpts to balance the wide range of competing
interests and demands found in the town, to coatdithe pattern of development, the use of
important natural resources and to address botkemuand long-term needs. The goals and
actions stated within this comprehensive plan wdenesloped to preserve and protect the town’s
assets while providing a future vision for townic#ls, businesses, and citizens of Pittsford.

The Plan should be used in a variety of ways.t Bingl foremost, the Plan should be a
basis for community programs and decision-makifgt example, it should influence the
town’s budget and capital expenditures, commuretyetbpment efforts, and natural resource
protection initiatives. As required by law, it shd also serve as a foundation for local land use
controls such as zoning, subdivision, and healjnlegions. Furthermore, the Plan should be
given full effect in all appropriate regulatory peedings, such as Act 250.

Because it is not able to address every importarat lissue fully, the Plan should also be
looked at as a source of topics for further stu8gme aspects of the Plan are based on limited
evaluations or on evaluations that should be pexadlgt updated. Finally, the Plan should be
used as a source of local information that canadbeable to citizens, businesses, students and
members of local boards and commissions.

Statutory Authority and Requirements

Town Plan preparation is guided by the Vermont Mipal and Regional Planning and
Development Act (Chapter 117 of Title 24, VermotdtStes Annotated). This section of law
specifies not only what a Plan may or must contdihe Pittsford Plan is consistent with the
Rutland Regional Plan, readopted on, April 15, 2@0fi is compatible with approved plans
from neighboring communities.

24 VSA 4382 (a) requires that all plans containitems or elements. These elements
include: a statement of objectives, policies, prajrams; a land use plan; a transportation plan;
utility and facility plan; a statement of policiea the preservation of rare and irreplaceable
natural areas; an educational facilities plan;raplémentation program; a statement indicating
how the Plan relates to development trends in adfamommunities; an energy plan; and a
housing plan. While all ten elements must be ipotated into a Plan, communities are not
prohibited from combining closely related elemestg;h as the element for educational facilities
and the element for other utilities and facilities.

In addition to containing all the required elemeptans must also be consistent with a
series of statutory goals listed in 24 VSA 4302n€lstency with the goals means that the goals
have been considered and addressed in the promesgsauprepare the Plan, not that the Plan
include all the goals. Furthermore, where anyhefgoals do not apply to the town or are
incompatible with it, the Plan need only documéat goals’ inapplicability or incompatibility
with local desires.



Preparation of the Plan

Planning for the future is a continuing activitydashould reflect new data, laws,
technologies, planning concepts, and the changiegdsiand desires of the community. The
Pittsford Planning Commission has responsibilitythe preparation of the Town Plan. The
Plan must be updated and readopted on a five-yesis bhcecording to Vermont State Statues.

The Town Plan adopted in 2000 expired in 2005 aas i@newed as a partially updated
Plan in 2007. Numerous public meetings were halat po the 2007 update, and since then, to
gather input to this completely updated Plan.

Our previous Town Plan emphasized the need for romhich, although not defined, is
assumed to relate to bringing in new business wini¢tarn would create new jobs and wealth in
the community. This focus on growth comes withttt belief that, in various ways, we will
all benefit. Since the adoption of the previousvid?lan, there has been no evident business
growth, however, there has been some constructiemgle-family housing. This leads to the
conclusion that we need to reconsider this approach

There are downsides to growth; increased traffct r@tated accidents, increased
pollution (air, water, noise, etc.) and possibleréases in crime, to mention a few. What people
really want, and was evident from the public infmuthis plan, is to protect and enhance the
quality of life. Growth, if it improves the qualiof life is desirable, if it does not then why
support growth that may benefit a few to the detnitbrof others? Therefore, the essence of this
Town Plan is how to maintain and improve the quatitlife for our citizens.

We believe that if we protect and improve the gyaif life in our community we will
attract the type of businesses that will contridatéhis goal. And by carefully managing any
such growth, the quality of life in our communitylivibe protected and continue to improve.

Vision
A town with a preserved rural heritage and charaetth a pedestrian friendly Village

Center supporting the development of business typpities, with well developed social, civic,
and recreational activities and venues that prolbleefits to an active and diverse community.



SECTION A: TOWN BACKGROUND INFORMATION
l. History

In 1535, French explorer, Jacques Cartiex tiva first European to see the territory
which is now Vermont. In 1609, Samuel de Champliaueled up the Richelieu River and
discovered what is now known as Lake Champlain iwismamed after him.

During the early 1600’s, the area was stdbatested territory. In 1763, England was
granted the territory via the Treaty of Paris amd e€nded the French and Indian War. The
Green Mountains were then quickly opened to sedtdgrand to squabbling between the colonies
of New Hampshire and New York as to which had ttoper claim to the territory then known
as the New Hampshire Grants. The governor of Nempshire granted land in the territory to
settlers. New York, also claiming the land, grdntdo other settlers. In 1764, King George of
England ruled that New York owned the land. A grod New Hampshire settlers, the Green
Mountain Boys, fought to keep their land and fortdeel New Yorkers out of the region.

The settlers of the New Hampshire Grantsegnéind on January 17, 1777, Vermont was
declared an independent republic at a meetingdtélfdestminster and subsequently acquired its
own minted coins and postal service. Vermont raeethian independent republic until March 4,
1791 when it joined the Union as théMstate. Vermont had settled the dispute with teesN
York in 1790 by paying $30,000 to the state.

On October 12, 1761, The New Hampshire R@®@lernor, Bennington Wentworth,
granted a charter to a new town in New Hampshian@Grto be known as Pitts’ Ford which later
changed to Pittsford. The name came from a forOwer Creek and named after William Pitt,
prime minister of England at the time. That samary25,000 acres were granted to 63
proprietors. Half brothers, Gideon and Benjamiml€y, settled here in 1767 as farmers.

Clusters of sawmills, grist mills, tanneriblacksmith shops and schools sprung up to
support the community and Pittsford Village soonedeped on the post road running north from
Rutland. After 1795, Grangerville formed on Fum&woad, around the Granger family’s iron
blast furnace and foundry. Many of the workerseneish immigrants. After the War of 1812,
French Canadian farmers arrived and settlemenkened for several decades.

Sheep farming became the principal agricaltactivity with the arrival of Spanish
Merino sheep. Thousands of sheep browsed thedogf§dills. Mills sprung up to treat the
wool creating a major industry that lasted untieathe Civil War. With the demise of sheep
farming, dairy farming became the dominant occuymasind the farmers were able to sell their
milk to two creameries that were established innowlorence farmers opened several small
marble quarries in the early 1800’s. The marbtkigtry grew changing Florence to a mix of
farms and quarrying by 1850. By 1910, immigrantlmieaworkers from many European and
Scandinavian countries swelled the Florence pojmatThey worked and lived in Vermont
Marble Company owned quarries, farms and housés. Florence mill, built in 1898-1902,
sawed marble blocks, produced finished marble pisdand shipped to markets via the
Clarendon and Pittsford Railroad.

During post Civil War prosperity, residentiedusing boomed from the 1870’s and late
1890’s. Successful farmers, lawyers, merchants daetors built new homes or remodeled old
ones. Marble sidewalks, the Walker Memorial BungiMaclure Library, and the Pittsford
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Aqueduct system improved the Town’s appearancdifanith general until a recession
weakened the economy at the end of tHe dehtury.

Electricity and telephones came to town melarly 1900’s. The Vermont Sanatorium,
the new Town Clerk’s Office, and Lothrop School eerected, although many outlying schools
remained open.

World War | interrupted progress, followeddgurge until the 1927 flood and the 1929
Great Depression. Hard times lasted until 194 1n\earl Harbor plunged us into World War
I, followed by the Korean Conflict.

In the 1960’s, we joined the Otter Valley bimiSchool District, adopted a Zoning
Ordinance, and built the Recreation Area.

Designated an “urban community” since theGl98arming has declined and forests are
reclaiming pastures as we become a bedroom comynwuitit 70% of the working population
employed outside of Pittsford. The town still ntains a largely rural appearance outside the
Village, however, residential construction contisti@ encroach on agricultural land.

PITTSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY



Il. Physical Characteristics

The Town of Pittsford lies between the Taconic Maims to the west and the Green
Mountains to the east. Otter Creek, which windsviy between Florence and Pittsford, is the
second largest watershed in the State of Vermomthaflows into Lake Champlain. Florence
and Pittsford are located within the Vermont Valtegphysical region. Furnace Brook also
flows southwesterly through the town and has predithe source for power in the past.

On the west side of the Otter Creek, in a wideeyalis the Village of Florence, a rural
and industrial zone of Pittsford. While the valféyor is generally within the 100-year flood
plain, there are several farms in operation. Bezafists history as a source of marble and
crushed stone, the valley is also Pittsford's prynmadustrial area. The hills to the west of
Florence are generally steep slopes (15% or geattr soil deficiencies which present
limitations for development.

East of the Otter Creek, Pittsford is located iraega of favorable slopes and soils. This
holds true except for lands along the East Creaklwiuns from the Chittenden reservoir
through East Pittsford in a flood plain that we308 acre lake until a 1947 flood destroyed the
dam.

Cox Mountain, Blueberry Hill, Biddie Knob, and BdRak all present limitations to
extensive development due to their steep slopgandsoils. The most prevalent problems are
unfavorable permeability, shallow depth to bedranll an excessive amount of stone. These
higher elevations retain rainfall providing for wasupplies while supporting woodlands and
marshes necessary for wildlife. Development heoeilshbe limited so as not to disturb the
delicate nature of these areas.

[ll.  Population

In 1791 Pittsford’s population was 850. The popalagrew to over 2,100 by 1870 then
declined to 1,775 in 1890. By 1910 the populatiad lncreased to around 2,500 and then
fluctuated over the following forty years or soofr 1980 to 1991 the population increased
16.8% from 2,590 to 3,026 establishing the towarasirban municipality.

Pittsford’s present population is estimated to lbeuh 3,211. The population is expected
to increase at a slow and stable rate into the 3@20, with a projected population of 3,275

Despite the general stability in the total numiferesidents, Pittsford is undergoing
significant demographic changes with a climb inrtedian age to 40.1 in 2000, an aging trend
that is generally echoed county and state-wide.

Another trend in population is the increased praoporof family households. In 2000,
families made up 33.5% of all households, whickasiewhat higher than in 1990, where
families made up 27% of the population. Despitertee in proportion of families however, the
2000 census indicates that there has been a dlightin average household size to 2.44 from
2.47 in 1990. This is likely due to an increassiimgle householders, a change that is echoed
nationally.



These general population trends are likely to cwdiin Pittsford as the population
continues to transform. As a result, it will eveaity affect the need for adjusted housing supply,
services, transportation modes, and facilitiesittsf®rd and Rutland County.

V. Economic Base

Pittsford's economy relies on manufacturing, conuiaéservice enterprises, agriculture
and tourism. Manufacturing activities consist ahler, printing, woodworking, highway
supplies, and processing of calcium carbonate.

Agricultural activities occur throughout the towdommercial and service enterprises are
found primarily on the main highways through thikagie, and sections of Routes 3 and 7.
Additional local employment is provided by the Venmh Police Academy while many residents
also work in Rutland City and County.

A majority of Pittsford’s residents are employedsurrounding towns. As of 2000, 30%
of Pittsford’s working residents were reported &dmployed in management and professional
occupations. Another 21% were employed in salesoffick related occupations. Agriculture,
forestry and fishing represented the employmernitefof Pittsford residents (see chart below).

Over the past few years, a few businesses havedstalished along Route 7 north and
south of the village. These have noticeably stedjtp succeed, as have some which had
existed for many years. An analysis of local feztehich contribute to business success or
failure would be useful to future new businesses.

Pittsford is unusual in that it lacks a developéldge center. A village center would
provide synergistic business opportunities withwveamence for shoppers, while limiting the
negative aspects associated with uncontrolled dpraw

Pittsford - Distribution of Occupation (2000)

17% O Management, Professional and
Related

M| Service

O Sales and Office
15%
O Farming, Fishing, and Forestry

1% B Construction, Extraction and

Maintenance

O Production, Transportation, and
Material Moving
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Town revenues are based upon property tax assesefrte grand list of property
values of residential and commercial property a6 agea property tax on business equipment,
user fees for water and sewer, and a Village taxreMhan 35% of Pittsford’s tax revenue are
paid by OMYA.

The following chart shows the distribution of taXast acreage) based upon the assessed
grand list values in 2001 by categories determinethe Vermont State Lister's coding:

Property Type % of Total Tax
Residential 45.68
Seasonal 3.00
Commercial 6.78
Industrial & Utilities 21.08
Farming 1.61
Woodland 0.57
Miscellaneous & Public Land 2.13
Personal Property 19.16

Construction or expansion of infrastructure shaeidforce the general character and
planned growth patterns of the area. Private dapitélic funds, grants and loans should be
used to finance this growth.

A long range state AOT plan to upgrade Route 7utjnahe Village will involve
lowering the street level for greater traffic sgfeinproved parking access, and renewed curbing
and sidewalks for greater pedestrian safety.

V. Town Government

The town operates with the support of volunteediadged to Pittsford. These volunteers
compliment a small team of employees who maintaimroads, manage our finances, keep our
recreation area and programs operating, our trastfgon functional, and police our town.

The Select board is an elected, five (5) persomdyoasponsible for overall governance
of the town. It oversees the work of the town nggamand town employees, proposes budgets,
adopts local by-laws, and sets town policies. dtief financial and operating officer is our
Town Manager who is supported by an assistanty frentain and conduct the daily business
of our town. The Town Clerk/Treasurer keeps ouaords in order and collects the monies
required to keep our town open for business. pbogstion is also supported by two assistants.
There are five (5) town-based boards appointedheySelect Board. Each of these boards is
made up of volunteers.

The Recreation Director is assisted by a sevepdiion board, that oversees the

operation of the recreation area and various progmaffered by the department throughout the
year.
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The Zoning Administrator is supported by the ZonBwpard of Adjustment. This seven
(7) person team is responsible for reviewing appikins for conditional uses and variances from
the zoning regulations and hearing appeals of sgrssnade by the Zoning Administrator.

The third appointed board is the Planning Commisstarrently consisting of three (3)
members and an alternate, which is responsiblddeeloping and writing the Town Plan,
writing zoning regulations and hearing certain ngrapplications. It is also responsible for
working with the Select Board and other organizatiand individuals in town to implement the
Town Plan.

Recently consolidated Water and Sewer Commissiensees the operation of the
town’s water sources and distribution system aedsttwer system and plant. It is made up of
five (5) members with 2 alternates.

A recent addition to the town appointed boardéia bf the Ethics Committee whose
primary role is to work with matters concerning flimh of interest.

The Board of Listers’ are elected officials respblesfor the assessment of town

property and updating the list of appraised propemvithin the town. This is a three (3)
member, part time/paid board with a paid secretary.
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SECTION B: COMMUNITY RESOURCES
l. Land Use Plan
A. Traditional Land Use Patterns

Settlement patterns in Pittsford were initiallyeletined by available waterpower,
transportation routes and quality agricultural lafilde combination of these factors led logically
to the development along the Otter Creek valleylevinidustries were attracted to the Florence
area because of the availability of raw matergasnarily marble.

The Village of Pittsford developed above the O8ezek flood plain on a major north-
south transportation route, which became RouteadstMf the town's commercial and service
activities and community facilities are locatedhiitthe village area. The village and town were
merged in 1988 upon approval of the state legistatu

New commercial and professional facilities are emaged to locate in the proposed
Village Center area, so as to help reduce sprat/paovide more convenience to its citizens.

Florence, located on the west side of Route 7 hadtter Creek, developed as an
industrial center focusing upon marble and chenpcatessing. The railroad was important in
the early development of the area and retainsiportance as a spur of the Vermont Railway
supporting activities in the area, particularly OMMnc., a multinational corporation producing
processed marble.

Other significant properties within the town are ¥ermont Police Academy and Fire
Fighting Academy as well as seasonal homes andtnwvoner children's camps. Individual
residences and farmsteads are located throughethwmn with agricultural land comprising
almost one-half of the town's total area. Agrictdtwactivity and the rural landscape define the
character of the town and which this plan andstoaiated zoning and proposed subdivision
ordinances will attempt to retain.

Several acres of forested land also exists indiva in the form of preserves or other
lands unavailable for development. These propeiriidade 1,787 acres owned by the Nature
Conservancy, a 109 acre portion of the Proctor TBaaest, a 360 acre parcel owned by the
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife, 55 acr@sed by the Historical Society, 14 acres in
a town forest, a 48 acre town recreational ared4@xacres owned by the school district. These
properties comprise a natural resource, whichplais endorses as worthy of retention in their
natural state.

B. Future Land Use

Land Use Vision and Goals

Pittsford’s land use goals focus on developingrmss activities to supply jobs to local
residents and on the development of a diversifedistrial and commercial base. This
development must be pursued responsibly and wighcduasideration for environmental
constraints. Economic development in Pittsford sthpuoceed in full recognition of ‘smart
growth’ principles.
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To achieve this broad vision of harmonious ecomamevelopment, Pittsford has set the
following objectives, which should be given consat®n in all development decisions:

Promote the health and vitality of the communityotilgh economic and residential
growth that is targeted to compact, mix use cergeesscale convenient and accessible
for pedestrians and appropriate for the community.

Develop within the town those locations and serwiwlich will be attractive to
commercial and professional investors who may maathe community.

Protect and preserve environmental quality and mapo natural historic features of
Vermont, including natural areas, water resouraggjuality, scenic resources, and
historic sites and districts.

Conserve agricultural lands and forestry resoundgsnever possible. Maintain open
space and the historically rural character of thmunity by supporting agricultural and
forestry practices as an economic resource.

Land Use Districts and Overlays

The following land use areas reflect the town’sifatplans for management of growth
while considering the environmental constraintshsag flood plains, wetlands, and steep slopes
found throughout the community. Taken togetherséhareas provide a variety of agricultural,
business, residential and recreational opportumitie

1. Village

This area is mostly the former Village of Pittsforfihe Plan proposes to maintain the
village’s traditional social and physical charactehile promoting commercial and small
business growth within this area. Some portionhefvillage are long established and have
little room for expansion, being suitable mainly fesidences, neighborhood commercial uses,
and recreation. The Village is also the site focaf the state and local governmental uses.
The Pittsford Green Historic District, established 982 in the National Historic register, is seen
by many as having potential as a focus for futam@munity activities, as defined in the Village
Designation.

2. Rural

Rural Areas are those areas outside the villagethetwise designated for commercial,
industrial or conservation. A large portion of @rea is not served by municipal water or sewer.
Growth in this area should be managed consistahttive character of the area, the availability
of services, and the site conditions.

A planning objective of the town is to preserve i@l character, which has traditionally
defined the community, by managing the developrmé&npen space and woodland while
supporting economic growth.

Several areas of the town are especially adapteapficultural activity. Farming

contributes to the economic base of the commumitycntributes to the character of the town.
Agricultural lands preserve open space and sancfaawildlife and waterfowl, utilize the flood
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plain in ways other business cannot, and fosterdtention of forested areas as natural and
economic resources. This plan promotes the pragsenvand reclamation of land for farming.
Furthermore the town acknowledges the value oVrenont “Current Use” Land program,
which supports farmers in their efforts to maintapen spaces.

3. Industrial

Land in the Florence vicinity has traditionally besgricultural and industrial and offers
potential for further industrial expansion. A rgdur serves the area; there is a direct truck acces
from Route 7; high voltage power service is prodidaunicipal water is available. While
municipal services do not presently exist in Floeefor wastewater treatment, consideration has
been given to developing a sewer treatment facilitige current industrial area is composed
primarily of land owned by OMYA and the railroa@ther sites adjacent to OMYA lands, and
along access to the OMYA lands, are also considerbdve potential for industrial uses but
may require substantial resources to make thenbleséa industrial purposes.

4. Commercial

Principal activities include services, retail, estint, commercial, banking.
Development in this area of the village should beoairaged to create a vibrant commercial
center.

In November 2007, the State Downtown Developmerar8@awarded Pittsford with
Village Center Designation. This program was @eéadb support development of older and
historic properties within Designated Village Cerdestricts through tax credits targeted at
general rehabilitation work, code compliance warkg exterior improvements of the facade of
buildings.

The three credits are:
10% State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit applie costs for substantially
rehabilitating a certified historic building andggly backs on the 20% Federal
Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit
25% Facade Improvement Tax Credit
50% Code Improvement Tax Credit applies to costwriofying a building into
compliance with state building codes

5. Rural Commercial

The Rural Commercial Areas are located along postaf Route 3. The intent is to
provide an area where light commercial uses woalgddrmitted that would not detract from the
residential atmosphere common throughout most ot€® but would permit residents to
engage in activities that are somewhat more intertsian customary home occupations but not
as intensive as the uses in the commercial areas.
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6. Conservation

The conservation areas are land above the eiglireédr§800) foot contour and are
generally characterized by dense forests, stetpwith shallow or otherwise fragile soils,
stream banks, and elevations where developmemited. Some of the more prominent areas
within this district are Cox Mountain, Biddie KndBald Peak, and Blueberry Hill. Other
protected areas include lands owned by the Natarsé&vancy and the town of Proctor, and
some land owned by Pittsford and the State of Vetmihese lands are important sources for
water supplies. They provide habitat for wildlifiedeoffer scenic vistas of Pittsford which are
essential components of the tourist industry. Dewalent between the eight (800) foot and the
eleven hundred (1,100) foot contours should betéidhio residential and agricultural uses on lots
of at least 2 acres, above 1,100 feet where retsidieises prove feasible, given the availability
of water and on-site sewage disposal, lots shoeildtleast 5 acres.

It is recommended that the town consider languag@mour zoning regulations which
will impose specific limitations on portions of thk@vn which are sensitive to view amenity or
highly sensitive to development due to erosionyould seriously impact wildlife habitat. The
zoning ordinance should include regulations lingtdevelopment along ridge lines, the
development of telecommunications towers, alon Wie placement of signs.

7. Flood Plain Overlay

A floodplain is the flat land adjacent to riverdastreams that is periodically inundated
to varying depths during flooding periods. The Naél Flood Insurance Program uses the 100-
year flood frequency as the standard for delingdtood hazard areas. The 100-year flood has a
one percent chance of being equaled or exceedmuyigiven year. The flood of 1927 is
estimated to be a 100-year frequency event andused as a standard for mapping Pittsford’s
floodplains. As of August 2008, the Town of Pittsfpalong with most other towns within the
region updated their Flood Hazard Area Regulatiorgder to reduce flood damage risk. At the
same time, the Federal Emergency Management Assoc(&EMA) has updated existing
floodplain data for towns within the region withm&lood Insurance Rate Maps which identify
floodplain boundaries and affected properties. ppliaant may appeal the Floodplain
boundaries to FEMA through the process of obtaiaingtter of Map Amendment.

There are currently 48 structures that lie in tbedplain, 44 are residential buildings, 3
are commercial, and 1 is unknown. There are als@ hydrants in the flood plain. Much of the
floodplain in the Town of Pittsford is along thet@tCreek. There are areas also along portions
of East Creek and Furnace Brook. As of 6-30-200&tet were 8 NFIP policies in-force,
amounting to $1,464,800 insurance coverage.

Any new development in these areas is discourageepotential for flood damage in
these areas is high and is likely to cause expenised owners, the Town, and State and Federal
Government.

An important function of floodplains is the storamyed conveyance of floodwaters. New
development and the associated fill placed in adjdain can obstruct flood flows and reduce
the ability of the floodplain to store water, whichn subsequently cause floodwaters to rise to
higher levels on upstream and adjacent propeifies Municipality should consider the effects
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of floodplain encroachment on all properties wheakimg land use planning and management
decisions.

The town should limit building and other investreemt river corridors. In addition to
preventing future flood losses to structures huailtazardous areas, this approach avoids
constraining a river, allowing the stream or rivarer time to become more stable. Statute 24
V.S.A. 84424 specifically authorizes towns to adoging for shorelines, floodplains, and other
hazardous areas, including fluvial erosion zones.

Most communities in Vermont rely solely on the minim standards of the NFIP to
protect their communities from flood hazards. Flolath management based solely on NFIP
minimum regulations allow for development in flodaips that could reduce the floodplain’s
ability to convey and store water and will cumuwiaty result in increases in the 100-year flood
elevation. A rise in floodwaters not only can capsgperties that were once flood-free to now
be flood-prone but can also cause increases indloeity of floodwaters, thereby increasing the
potential for erosion of stream banks during flowgi

The NFIP minimum standards do not preserve thelfi@ns’ flood storage and
conveyance functions, other natural and benefiaiations of the floodplain, such as water
guality maintenance and protection, groundwatenaege and discharge, and biologic resources
and functions, which can have negative impacts conamunity’s economic and other
resources. Communities may adopt more stringeniaggns and are eligible to receive
insurance premium discounts for their residentsugh participation in the Community Rating
System.

The Town of Pittsford Flood Hazard Area Regulatiand Flood Insurance Rate Map for
Pittsford is available for consultation by resideat the town office.

8. Wetlands Overlay

Several areas within Pittsford have been desigregedetlands. Uses in the wetlands are
limited to seasonal recreational, agricultural, apdn space. With the exception of agricultural
buildings, (if permitted by State and or Federafjilations), limited recreational use, and very
limited other uses, construction within the wetlsunglgenerally prohibited.

Areas within the Wetland Overlay are firstly coresied as Wetlands. However, the land
within the Wetland Overlay still retains its originZoning District classification and is subject to
the regulations for the applicable district as veslWetlands Regulations.

Other Land Use Considerations
1. Mineral Resources

Although the extraction, processing and transpioriaof the earth and mineral resources
that are located in Pittsford may create adverseuadesirable impacts on neighboring and
surrounding land uses, such impacts, in and of sebras, may not be sufficiently adverse to
warrant the prevention or prohibition of such egti@n and processing. With appropriate
consideration for surrounding land uses and propggation measures, extraction of earth
resources may be permitted on appropriately locsited in the town.
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The extraction and processing of mineral resouicatso a significant economic activity
in Vermont and Rutland County. Resources suchras, sgavel, marble, and structural or
architectural stone products produce direct anatentiemployment.

OMYA, Inc., producer of finely ground calcium cariate, has one of its six (6) North
American production plants in Florence, hamlet itsPbrd. Calcium carbonate is manufactured
for the food, medicines, paper, paint and plastilustries. The plant produces dry and slurry
products that are transported primarily by raisca®@MYA, Inc. stimulates significant economic
activity in the Town of Pittsford, and in the greairea, and is seen as a key business in the
growth and success of the town in the future.

OMYA, as of September, 2008, estimates there roagh raw materials from local area
guarries to maintain current production levels tigto the next 50 years. OMYA also reported in
September 2008 that it employs 150 in direct prado®perations and another 20 in corporate
support activities. In addition to the 170 empleseOMYA also annually engag&S0 local
subcontractors with an average of 50 working oa &ltany given time. OMYA estimates that
30% of its employees and independent contracter®aisford residents. Most of the current
jobs at the OMYA facility are considered highlyl&a, which often necessitates recruitment
outside of the local area. Most of their operatiare highly automated and, therefore, labor is
not considered a major cost element of productidmle energy and freight costs are considered
major.

Several opportunities for community benefit haeerpbidentified through enhanced
corporate/public partnership between the Town tisferd and OMYA, Inc. Some of these
include:

A. Electrical Power GeneratichOMYA currently generates most of its power
needs via the captive Vermont Marble Power Diviswwhich owns and operates
the dam and power generation plant on Otter Cré€dYA’s current generation
allows for enough surplus to power approximatel Bixal residences. There
may exist an opportunity to replace the 100-yedmpawer generation equipment
with new technology which could enhance power patida by 35%, much of
which may be surplus under OMYA's current powerdseeTherefore, much of
this new surplus might also be available to locehmunities to economically
meet their power requirements. OMYA suggestecetivaruld be no need to
change any of the actual dam infrastructure, dmbyinternal technology.

B. Florence Town Well The well acts as a critical backup water supply @wvYA
currently only draws approximately 10% of the vokupermitted in the current
agreement with the town.

C. Storage of Road Salt and San@MYA is willing to store salt and/or sand at an
in-plant site if helpful to the Town during diffitiwinter conditions.
D. Fire Vehicle Storage Rittsford currently maintains a fire vehicle oe tMYA

site for coverage within the Florence area.

E. Local Crisis Planning While OMYA has its own Crisis Plan in place, tHegve
indicated a willingness to participate and share@al crisis planning for
Pittsford.

F. Road and Bridge Repair@MYA has in the past, and may in the future, assis
the financial requirements regarding the local p&tess road infrastructure
maintenance.
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2. Agricultural/Forestry Resources

Pittsford remains a rural area with a variety dhacfarm and farm-related businesses.
Farming activity in Pittsford produces a varietyfafm goods such as beef, lamb, eggs,
vegetables, honey, maple syrup, Christmas treespeaalty “value-added” fods such as jams
and home canned goods.

Pittsford has seen a shift in the size and numbfarms over the past ten years. While
there has been a decrease in the number of acaeive farm production, there has
simultaneously been an increase in the overall murabproductive farms. This can be
explained by the loss of large dairy farms whialuiee a high number of acres, and an increase
in specialized market farms which tend to be small@creage.

Agricultural lands developed for other uses oftesuit in fragmented parcels that are not
large enough to support a viable farm operatiotthcdigh much of the agricultural soils remain
usable in these situations, the difficulty of maingghese separately owned properties for a
single agricultural enterprise could exclude thsie for agriculture now and in the future.

Farms in the Pittsford are adjusting to new modexperation. Dairy farms formed their
own cooperatives, giving them greater leveragdénnational marketplace and a better price on
milk for the individual farms. Others are making tinansition to organic milk, in response to a
growing national demand. Still others are raidiegf cattle and other grazing animals. And
many farms are returning to or emphasizing divexatiion of products and marketing methods
including the production of value-added products tiring a higher return than focusing on a
single commodity subject to global price structures

One of the key forces supporting smaller farmé&iésgrowing interest among consumers
in purchasing local food products. Statewide é$féo promote the “Vermont Seal of Quality”
and purchase of locally produced goods are repgrieckeasing sales by local food producers.
Consumers are encouraged to buy local at Farmeaskéts.

Horse riding, as the recreation and sport in Rittshas been well accepted, established
and a growing number of farms are being used fosdweither simply to board and pasture, or
as riding stables and arenas that tend to be vieas@dore commercial ventures than agricultural
uses.

There are a number of organizations (e.g. Pittstoodnmunity Corporation, Vermont
Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy), as welbtase programs that focus attention on
preserving valued farm and forest lands throughations, purchase, or “conservation
easements” which pay the landowners to keep theitaagricultural use versus parceling it off
and selling it for development. There has beemifsognt activity in the Town of Pittsford
through these types of models. The conservedédatablishes and maintains undeveloped land
that will remain an opportunity for future agriaué and forestry that would not exist if the land
were developed.

Despite its obvious benefits, some potential slooniags have been identified. For
example, there are concerns about how the purdiak®s/elopment rights will affect future
generations of farmers who will not have the opyaty to parcel off some of their land when
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funds are tight. Also, what happens to the laradl&éndowner stops farming? Other concerns
revolve around rising land and housing prices aselproximity to conserved lands.

Pittsford has been known for agriculture and tlaeea number of State programs to
support the viability of the agriculture sector. Mdocal supportwould be beneficial. The
Pittsford Preservation Corporation has recentlysgss in conserving 113.76 acres at the
MacComber Farm on Route 3 in 2005 and has a viigoing further with conserving
farmland in the Town of Pittsford. A greater colbafition between agencies, Non-Profit groups
and agricultural organizations working to preseageculture could be utilized to further
farmland protection in our town. In Rutland Coymdyganizations such as United States
Department of Agriculture and Vermont Departmenfgficulture could play a role in assisting
conserving open farmland as well as the Non-Pgofiups. The Vermont Housing Conservation
Program provides grants to assist local consemwa&asements.

In order to help protect agricultural and foresids, Pittsford is in the process of
developing subdivision regulations. While farm @i®ns are exempt from local zoning laws,
they have to follow the Vermont Agriculture AAP’§iving attention to how surrounding
parcels are developed can help avert some of ttemia conflict between farm business
operations and residential homes. Subdivisionlatigms should consider the impact a land
division and development scheme would have on flareds and agricultural parcels.

Many new farmers lease land in the beginning wihiéy test their business ideas and
build a customer base. A popular economic deveéoyirstrategy is to create “incubator” space
for new businesses to get started. Burlingtontsrirale has successfully applied this model to
farming by providing support via low-cost leaseesgnents and equipment sharing to new
farmers. Pittsford farmers are encouraged to negaio these models of production.

Efforts should be made to ensure that retiring &smin Pittsford are aware of Land
Link, a program aimed at matching new farmers \atids to lease or manage, and the myriad
of other resources available at the national, statelocal level.

One way to address the issue of viability is tocamtrate on increasing the amount of
product purchased at a local level. There arenalbyen of successful models across the Northeast
where “buy local” campaigns have significantly emlgshe demand for locally produced goods
and products — thereby supporting existing opematend opening up the opportunity for
additional farms and forest-related businesse® Tidwn should seek ways to support local
farmers and the development of local farmers market

Pittsford Actions: Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Pittsford will strive to accomplish the followingt@ons in the coming years:
Partnerships

- Work with interested groups (Pittsford Communityr@aration, Vermont Land Link,
and Vermont Land Trust) to better support the tearand viability of agricultural
lands through their land use plans and regulations.

- Work with area farmers and the Rutland Area FarchFood Link to increase supply
of agricultural products produced in the Region.
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- Work with land trusts to examine the effects ofd@onservation techniques and to
devise ways of countering unintended consequent#sas escalating land and
housing costs.

- Partner with other organizations to create a farcabator in the Rutland Region to
help new farmers get started in Pittsford.

. Support partnerships with Natural Resource Agertoiggan for sustainable farming
and forestry.

Regulations and Planning

. The town will support the "Current Use" or "LanddJsnanagement program and will
encourage improved support services for sustairfabdstry practices.

- Review and update zoning regulations to promotstefudevelopment and limit the
segmentation of farmland.

- Where housing or other development on lands seitimivlagriculture and forestry is
proposed, help shape land use regulations andajeweht review to encourage cluster
housing to allow for the continuation of large teac

Town and Citizen Initiatives

- Create an Agriculture Preservation Committee odlloesidents in partnership with the
Vermont Department of Agriculture to investigat®mamically viable farming
practices and products, especially product divieegibn.

- Support forestry management programs which imptbeejuality of wood lots as a
timber resource and as wildlife habitat.

- Initiate a study to evaluate the needs and cona#rtie local forest industry.

3. Recreational Water Resources

The need to maintain and improve water qualitthmtown's ponds and streams is vital
to preserving drinking water quality and recreagilomater resources. Several recreational water
locations exist within the town. The largest, Ottgeek, flows through several communities and
industrial areas prior to its reaching Pittsfordenenthe Pittsford wastewater treatment plant
discharges treated water into the flow. The StateWResources Board has indicated that the
water quality condition along the range of the O@eeek and its tributaries is to be cleaned to a
Class B water source. Class B waters are suitableathing and recreational use, irrigation and
agricultural uses, good fish habitat, and as aiputdter resource after filtration and
disinfection.

The Furnace Brook is considered a wild stream byDpartment of Fish and Wildlife
and contains a significant population of rainbovavin, and native brook trout.

The upper Castleton River watershed (privately alyige2 miles south of Butler Swamp
in Florence consisting of 70 undeveloped acreslu& heron rookery is located at this site.

The Kendrick Pond (publicly owned) impoundmentoanfer ice collection pond, which
dam would need reconstruction and which holds apprately three acres.
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4. Natural Resources
Wildlife Habitats

Habitat is the area that a species of wild plardaromal needs to live. Species feed, take
shelter, travel, and breed and produce young acuptd habitat preferences, which can range
from very strict to very general, depending ongpecies. Human activities have direct impacts
on the quality and quantity of habitat availablevialdlife. As human population grows, and as
human activities encompass more of the undeveltgyets in our town, wildlife habitats can be
destroyed or compromised such that they no longet ithe needs of wildlife populations.

In Pittsford, the most serious cause of habitat foed alteration include development
activities in relatively wild places, in wetlandas,in scarce ecosystems. Other stressors include
the introduction of non-native species, and sonmiealgural and forestry activities. Aquatic
systems are most threatened by pollution, streaanra changes, sedimentation, inadequate
fish passages, shoreline development, dams, wadaipoiations and aquatic invasive such as
milfoil, water chestnut and purple loosestrife,. etc

Suitable habitat is the key to survival of wild muails and plants. Habitat provides all of
an individual's needs for food, shelter, and repaitbn. Degradation of the habitat can result in
increased stress, reduced vigor, and reduced regtiod success.

Habitat requirements may change during a spedfeihhe according to the stages of its
life cycle. Many animal species make use of sdvgpes of habitats during the course of a
single day. Two critical habitats are winteringas for deer and spawning areas for trout.

Development activities cause both direct and imdirapacts to wildlife habitat. Habitat
may be lost outright, as in the cutting of deertetimg areas or the filling of wetlands. Indirect
impacts include the fragmentation of habitat arehtgr human presence, making travel and
reproductive success more difficult for wildlife, the alteration of water levels in wetlands or
floodplains. Increased human activity may haveetfect of forcing shy and wary species
deeper into the woods when, for example, a res@entbdivision is created at the edge of a
well-frequented migration corridor, making lesslod existing habitat actually usable for those
species.

A variety of bats, including endangered Indiana betve been found locally and are
beneficial in control of insect populations. Tleddwing are several steps that maintain suitable
habitat for bats:

Maintain connectivity between forestland and ripafivetland habitats.

Promote sustainable use of forests, thereby pnoygidimixture of age classes and a
supply of larger dead and dying trees.

Maintain forested buffers along the town’s watedies, particularly Otter Creek.
Protect existing caves and mines used by bats.

Continue to investigate the cause of fatal dis@asiee local bat community.
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Aquatic Ecosystems

Alteration of aquatic ecosystems results in changesvariety of habitats that support an
intricate community of plant and animal life. Eetpopulations or particular life stages of a
species may be affected by the change. Specids saif have broader implications for the
ecosystem as a whole in terms of its structurefamctions. Symbiotic and predator-prey
relationships may be thrown out of balance or ttloglpctivity of certain species may be
depressed for some period of time.

As documented by the Non-Game and Natural Heritgaggram within the Vermont
Fish and Wildlife Department, the Rutland Regiohasne to a wide variety of the State’s rare
community types.

Wetland Ecosystems

Wetlands are a vital part of Vermont’'s ecosystehiey are perhaps the most
biologically productive areas of the state, andkramong the richest in terms of the variety of
plant and animal life they support. Many specieswstlands for part of their lives; certain other
species depend entirely on wetlands for their safvi

Vermont’'s wetlands are part of the Atlantic Flywaymajor route taken by migratory
birds in the spring and fall. The Town of Pittfdalls within this Atlantic Flyway. Wetlands
along this flyway are critical resting and feedargas for Canada and snow geese, numerous
species of ducks, and a wide variety of other vimdrsuch as herons, egrets, rails, bitterns,
marsh and sedge wrens and some other songbirds.

Pittsford Actions: Land Use and Development

The town will revise its zoning ordinance to ensiina growth is managed in more rural
areas and encouraged in the village area. Theisayigocess will includadoptionof
subdivision regulations.

The town will encourage the conservation and stésfap of contiguous forested areas
suitable for the protection and enhancement oftiegisvildlife habitats.

Coordinate with the Rutland Economic Developmentp@mtion (REDC), the Rutland
Area Chamber of Commerce, Rutland Region Educalliance, and the Regional
Planning Commission to establish information fopa&xding job opportunities within the
county and the town and make this information @ at the Maclure Library and the
Town Offices.

Consider the development of a resource center &emals, which would support
business development and financial assistance.

Conduct a study to assess the opportunities fodgselopment within Pittsford and
solicit input from local businesses for ways to moye the business environment.

The town should research and pursue developmemtriypyities and requirements for
supporting business growth.

The town should determine what would be requireeikpand present water and sewer
systems to accommodate growth.
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Work with the Rutland Economic Development Corporatind similar business
development organizations to assist with busineparesion.

Support and enhance the Pittsford Merchants’ Assioci

Conduct an analysis of the reasons for past busiadare and offer assistance to new
business ventures in town through a volunteer godlmowledgeable and experienced
business people.

Establish a joint committee with OMYA to explorepmptunities for synergistic local
businesses.

Explore the pros and cons of offering tax incergit@new businesses.

I. Transportation
Transportation Vision and Goals

The quick, efficient and safe movement of peopt®ds and services, both within and
through the community is needed to maintain vigalPublic highways will continue to be the
primary method of transportation for the foreseedbture in Pittsford. The primary challenges
facing the community are:

1. To adequately fund the maintenance of existingsppdths and trails.

2. To improve and to increase the availability of altgive transportation modes
such as paths, sidewalks, trails and public trariapon.

3. To accommodate the regional traffic impacts throtrghsportation
improvements that do not significantly alter thamtter of the community.

Pittsford’s goal is to provide a safe and well-mtained transportation network. The
Town will strive to improve the surface conditiomdalongevity of the town's total highway
system. By expanding the level of annual mainteeaamctown roads, more total road miles will
be repaired each year and paved surfaces will ltan@ed sufficiently so that a newly paved
surface will accept at least 10 years of wear lgefequiring resurfacing.

The Town will focus planning efforts on the praeis of safe, convenient, economic
transportation management and services within ilkege district. The Town will continue to
explore ways to reduce traffic congestion and inapnparking and pedestrian safety within the
village. Assessing and improving public transpaotain Pittsford is an important aspect of the
Transportation Plan. The Town must increase oppiigs for all citizens, but particularly
elderly or disabled citizens, to access commumty regional services.

Highways and Roadways

Transportation infrastructure within the Town att$ford varies from high volume
public roadways, such as US Route 7, to footpatkdstiails throughout the community.

Pittsford roadways are classified and discuss#@dmthe following seven (7)
categories:
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Principal Arterial Highways:US Route 7 is the only arterial highway in the moo¥
Pittsford. It is a part of the National Highwayssm {as so designed by the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA)}. US Routeektends the entire length of the State of
Vermont and provides a western corridor north démada and south into Massachusetts. It
traverses the designated Pittsford Village Centdra@nnects with the adjacent communities of
Rutland to the south and Brandon to the norths thhe most traveled (and therefore the most
important) route for entering and exiting the togfrPittsford. Seven (7) locations in the
Pittsford area on Route 7 were monitored and traffis actually counted or estimated at the
same sites at various times in 2002, 2004, andcag&006. Traffic has slightly declined during
the last four (4) years from an average of appraxahy 10,100 cars per day in 2002 to 9,600 in
2006 for an approximate 5% decline as reportechey/iermont Agency of Transportation
Division. It is also interesting to note that dwunt sites in the middle of the village averaged
approximately 10,000 adjusted average daily tr¢f&DT) are higher than those counts taken
south and north of the village center which wermrded at 8,000 and 9,000 AADT.

Major Collectors: Many of Pittsford’s secondary roads serve noy emiconnect the
town’s outlying areas to the village, but also sem¢ connectors to the neighboring towns of
Brandon, Proctor, Chittenden, Rutland Town and VRegtand. These are classified as class
two roads and provide connection to US Route 4tartde neighboring communities of
Florence and Proctor. With the absence of angtdag connection in or near the town of
Pittsford, Route 3 is one of the most importantesudor vehicle traffic and is used for
transporting materials as well as travelers andnsotars.

Other collector roads and local streets link viRitutes 7 and 3 and complete the
network. West Creek Road is a major collector Wigenerally parallels Route 7 in Pittsford
and runs from Brandon through Florence and int@t®ro It has one very narrow railroad
overpass with only a twelve-foot clearance. Thenvmnt Agency of Transportation has
included this overpass for reconstruction in itsgléerm plan but it is not yet scheduled nor is it
known when this may occur. West Creek Road ishafteed for transporting agricultural and
industrial materials. The most recent traffic cisusre from 2003 when the southern end had an
AADT of 270 vehicles while north of Depot Road expaced an AADT of 910 vehicles.

Whipple Hollow Road extends from the terminushat morth at the OMYA plant in
Florence south through West Rutland to US Rout@ddis one of the primary north-south
routes from Florence. Adjacent land use consisitsdustrial, agricultural and residential
applications. In 2007, the Rutland Regional Plagr€ommission counted an average daily
traffic of 412 vehicles. Furnace Road, anotherartgnt collector road, connects Route 7 in the
village to the Town of Chittenden and it registea@dAADT of 780 vehicles in 2003. Both of
these important collector roads have had significasurfacing.

Town Roads:Town roads include non-arterial corridors withon proximate to, the
village center which serves residential and comrmakusers. Town roads in Vermont are
classified as Class 2, which is usually pavededksn surfaces, Class 3 is a mix of paved and
unpaved all-season roads and Class 4 is genemllgw and unpaved seasonal roads. The
majority of roads in the town’s inventory are cified as Class 3 and 4 roads. There is a mix of
paved and unpaved roads, typical of community nedsvim Vermont with load limits of 24,000.
High AADT counts of 1200 vehicles were recordedk@mdall Hill Road, the primary truck
connection from Route 7 to West Creek Road antgedXMYA plant. Interspersed among these
roads are four historic covered wooden bridges whicther reduce the carrying capacity of
these roads to 16,000 pounds.
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Private Roads:Some of the town’s roads are privately owned@odide access to
residences. These are permitted by the town anceguired to be built to town standards.
Snow plowing on Class 4 and on private roads igelponsibility of the owner. A road or trail
may be “discontinued” by the town, however; shaubdsequent future development occur, the
town may decide to resume highway maintenance aistretion.

Trucks and BridgesTruck traffic is a significant issue in Pittsfoadd is generated by
two principal sources. The highest volume is fithmough-traffic along Route 7. Another major
source of truck traffic is the OMYA Plant in Floi@ associated with the processing of marble
into calcium carbonate.

Adverse impacts of truck traffic include healtldaafety concerns from noise, dust, air
quality impairment, vibrations and congestion. Sdenust be balanced with the public welfare
benefits to having employment opportunities, goodsed and services provided in the
community.

The Town and the Vermont Agency of Transportasibare jurisdiction for the
maintenance of bridges and there are 23 bridgeS@ndaulverts in the Town of Pittsford.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructun@/ithin and proximate to the village area,
sidewalks provide alternate transportation optiensating a friendly and walkable community.
There are no formal bicycle lanes or routes, bealland visiting bicyclists use many roads and
trails in the town.

It should be apparent from reading this plan th@sferd is pursuing a variety of
programs to increase economic prosperity in thent@&everal of these efforts focus upon
improving the condition of the village and commaltdistricts to support a centralized
community. This would be a pedestrian area fomtlest part which would reduce the necessity
for extensive driving to satisfy consumer needs.

The town will pursue the development of bike pathsaddition to their recreational
advantages, these would provide an alternative mbttansportation which could also reduce
the number of automobiles on the highways.

Rural FootpathsBoth formal and informal networks of trails exastd traverse both
public and private lands. Pittsford is very praddts trails and boosts more hiking trails and
footpaths than most other villages and towns imv@t. The town offerings include some of
the most scenic and most interesting in the stake Pittsford Trails Committee should develop
a 5-year plan on maintaining and enhancing traiBiitsford.

Railroads
The Vermont railway parallels the Otter Creek thylo the corridor, crossing roads at

grade at three sites in the town. The railwaypsi@ary carrier for raw materials and goods and
provides a spur into the industrial district. Tées no railroad passenger service in Pittsford.
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Public Transportation

While Pittsford has no public transportation reses itself, a joint venture between
Addison County Transit Resources and the MarbléeydRegional Transportation District
(THE BUS) now offer daily service between Rutlamdi Middlebury with morning, mid-day
and late afternoon runs between the two end towtissiops in Pittsford. Pittsford’s elderly
and persons with disabilities can receive addifitraasportation options as part of the public
transportation program. Those most likely to ugklip transit are those without access to a
vehicle and the 2000 US Census reported this wasithation for only 60 households, which
represent slightly more than 5% of total househoidRittsford.

Projects and Issues

Route 7 Upgradein the spring of 2000, a Route 7 Steering Congrittompleted a
Route 7 scoping report which included a rebuildhoute 7 with consistent 8-foot shoulders,
reconstruction of intersections, drainage improvetisi\dandscaping, utilities, relocations and
safety improvements. The work will be completedimseparate stages.

Route 7 Upgrade Segments

Segment 1 Pittsford — Arch Street South

Segment 2 Pittsford — Plains Road to Arch Street

Segment 3 Pittsford — Branford House (Pomain¥lem) to Plains Road
Segment 4 Brandon/Pittsford — Otter Valley Higih&d to Branford House
Segment 5 Brandon — High Street to Otter VallegttHschool

Segment 6 Brandon Village Segment to High Street

Although construction was slated to begin in 20@8ent changes at the Agency of
Transportation may have delayed construction awital road and approximate starting dates
are not yet clear. It appears that constructiatilisintended to commence within the next year
or two.

The potential scheduling of construction of onhesegment per year has caused
significant concern in the local business communifizere are concerns that dragging the
construction out over six years may result in pngked negative impacts on local tourism and
commerce due to consecutive years of perceivedarell construction delays and the resultant
diversion of traffic flows. The reduced traffic eeqeenced on Route 7 in Pittsford during the past
six years, as described above, may have beenedaliaolly or in part from the perceived and
real construction delays and disturbance of trgdéitterns experienced upstate during two of the
above six years while Route 7 in Shelburne andtSButlington were being upgraded.
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Traffic Volume on US 7 over the Past 20 years
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Source: Vermont AOT Automatic Traffic Recorder Station History 1975-2007 (May 2008)

Transportation FundingThe Federal and State governments pay for aktdlses of
maintaining Federal and State highways (such ag Uggrades). The town, with some Federal
and State financial assistance, is responsiblthéorepair and maintenance of Class 2 and 3
town roads. Pittsford’s present highway budget iwaseased by $78,185 or 9% ($856,428 to
$934,613) due to increases in the cost of insurandgpaving, and in order to provide for a more
ambitious maintenance plan.

A new road maintenance program is currently beexetbped. Local funds can be
extended by applying for state grants that are allyhavailable through the Agency of
Transportation. Once a new Capital Program idaney the Town can also apply to the Better
Backroads Program for funds. By maintaining atedjbudget and active transportation
planning program, in conjunction with neighboriogvhs, Pittsford will be in a better position to
anticipate highway needs and plan for them in &nieft and cost effective manner.

Infrastructure InventoryPittsford has a complete inventory of culvert® size,
material, condition and location in graphic infotina system format. The town should
regularly update this data set, which is valuabtechpital budgeting.

Access ManagemenRoads have two primary purposes, mobility anessibility to
adjacent land. The efficiency and safety of ainadoads are directly effected by the frequency
and location of points of access, or curb cutse désign of curb cuts is also important in terms
of drainage and road maintenance. Consistent@amgprehensive access management policies
are necessary to balance the needs of motoristespp@ns, bicyclists and other users of the
roadway systems to travel in safety and with sigfit mobility and as traffic volumes increase,
this becomes increasingly important.
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Example strategies for improving access managemeinie:

Minimum sight distance at driveway or street indetons

Maximum number of driveways per lot

Minimum distance between curb cuts and minimumadis¢ between driveways and
nearest intersection

Shared driveways

Minimum and maximum driveway widths and minimunmveiway lengths

Driveway turnaround area (for small existing lotanting the corridor)

Minimum area and/or bays for loading and unloading

Landscaping and buffers to visually define and echaccess points

Commuting and Transportation Demand Management (JiDMDM involves a variety
of strategies to influence travel behavior by mamest, time or route in order to reduce the
number of vehicles and to provide mobility optio@M strategies are often applied to achieve
public goals such as reduced traffic congestiopraved air quality and decreased reliance on
energy consumption.

The average number of vehicles per household teghar the 2000 Census was 1.77.
The average travel time to work for residents heenbsteadily increasing; in the past decade, it
increased 34% and was just over 24 minutes in@®@ Zensus. Since 85% of the workforce
drove to work alone, an example of TDM may be teeetbpment of a park and ride lot and the
town is encouraged to study such a project.

Pittsford Actions: Transportation

Maintain and improve a transportation system thaigife and efficient.

Support VTrans’ maintenance schedule for Pitts®rdads and bridges

In order to ensure that Pittsford’s transportatietwork is properly maintained despite
funding shortages on the Federal and State levigis.town shoul@éxplore opportunities
for alternative transportation funding.

During the upgrade of the Route 7 project, assessids during reconstruction that
balance and transportation systems needs withualgyof life of residents.

Maintain the scale, rural quality and capacity@f@dary roads during improvement and
maintenance procedures.

Through zoning or local ordinanaggntinue tarestrict curb cuts where alternative access
is possible and require that all new roads angralhate roads and driveway intersections
with town roads meet minimum safety and designdzeds.

Undertake an access management study. Where neegdeinent access management
strategies, including shared driveways, minimuntatice between
driveways/intersections, landscaping, maximum dveas per lot, or turn-around areas
on small lots fronting the corridor.

Minimize transportation energy consumption andstrip

Implement park and rides, as appropriate, workin the state where necessary.
Require provisions for bicycles and pedestrianamnnew, or improvements, to Class 2
or 3 roads and bridges.
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Encourage the dedication of easement to permaneratgct pathways through the
subdivision and site plan review process.

Support regional efforts to provide and maintaistegns that meet the needs of all segments of
the population

Work with neighboring towns, the Rutland Regioni@rfding Commission, the Rutland
Region Transportation Council and the State of \@rhon a full range of transportation
infrastructure topics to ensure that Pittsfordagportation policies are being addressed.

Actions:

Continue constructing a master plan and a capitaram for both short term and long-
term maintenance and expansion of paved and ungavéates.

Seek alternatives to calm traffic within the distyisuch as improving sidewalks and
pedestrian security and providing a safe routelfiddren to walk to school.

The town should pursue a traffic calming study eexdew policing policy

Support regularly scheduled bus service from Rittsto neighboring communities as a
means to reduce commuter traffic and facilitate emgnt to medical, shopping and
other services.

Coordinate with the Regional Planning Commissiondonduct a survey of community
interest and will perform a cost-benefit analysistioe subject of scheduled service by
"THE BUS."

Support the Marble Valley Transit which has schedubutes between Middlebury and
Rutland.

Coordinate with the Vermont Department of Transgiooh and with the Pittsford
Merchants’ Association to reduce the real and peededisruptions and delays relative to
the Route 7 upgrade.

[ll.  Utility and Facility Plan
Utility and Facility Vision

The Town of Pittsford’s Utility and Facility Planmg term goal is to expand and/or
maintain all public services within the town to m#e needs of public health, residential
growth, and business growth. The Town will devedapaster plan and capital budget to guide
the town towards its goal.

Pittsford’s location, close, to Rutland makes itqarily a bedroom community for the
larger metropolitan area. Emphasis should remaiprowniding adequate services to the
immediate village area which wil continue to makan attractive area to live and play. With
global warming becoming a widely debated issue,lesis should be placed on providing
service facilities within the village to decreassfic and the need to travel distances to these
services.
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Health Care
1. Health Care & Human Services

The World Health Organization defines health astae of complete physical, mental
and social well-being and not merely the absenabsefase of infirmity”. The health of a
community depends on the quality of life as weltresavailability of health care.

Primary health care needs are generally proviggohlysicians and dentists located in
Brandon and Rutland City. The Rutland Regional i&dCenter, a fully accredited acute care
facility with 188 beds, provides 30 specializedvesr areas. Inpatient and outpatient medical
services are available. In addition, helicoptansfer is offered for emergency care at two large
acute care and educational centers located withimiés of town at Dartmouth Hitchcock
Medical Center in Lebanon, NH and Fletcher Alleralide Care in Burlington, VT. Outpatient
care is supported by the Rutland Area Visiting Mukssociation and Hospice (RAVNAH). The
Rutland region is well served by three large exégihchre facilities and several smaller facilities
as well as adult day care and respite care. Al fevels of care are provided by these facilities.
Emergency transportation and immediate care anmd®d by Pittsford First Response in
cooperation with Rutland Regional Ambulance Setrvitbe service is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Volunteers are urgently nededintain the current level of service
provided by First Response.

At meetings with various town groups, the idea tdcal physician and pharmacy to
meet the needs of village residents was sugge$tgth environmental concerns relating to
pollution and traffic congestion on Route 7, logatess to health care may well become an issue
for consideration in the next five to ten years.

2. Child Care

Ensuring accessible, affordable and quality chéceds an integral part of any
community. Most young families today require saypee of child care outside of the home.
Experience has taught us that there are never atietacilities within any community and that it
remains a critical community need. Nine licenskeitdcare providers exist in Pittsford. Five are
home based, two are childcare centers and twachmkbased. An additional thirty sites exist
within a 6.6 mile radius based on figures availdiien the Vermont Bright Futures Child Care
Information System. While this may appear adequaie nhot clear from currently available data
how adequately current facilities for childcareveethe needs of the town.

Children are fundamentally important to the towuigire. Appropriate and affordable
child care are a vital part of a community’s futared could well be a factor in future growth and
the ability to attract and retain families who @untly live in the town or might choose to
purchase property. The six-mile radius reflecesdpportunity for childcare in a community
where a parent(s) might commute to work. Shouildare of the current child care centers close
its doors, an immediate critical need for childcamauld develop and cause hardship and strain
on local families. Hence every effort should bedm#o retain current childcare availability and
attract future programs to the community.

A study of the current facilities and their adegaould well avoid any problems in the
future and could mean that the town needs to fdditenal ways to provide affordable and
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adequate childcare for its young families. A tomide survey would address the situation and
provide statistics to see how well our needs anegomet.

3. Emergency Management

Having emergency services available is among tbe& lmeeeds of residents in Pittsford.
The Town, together with its non-profit partnersadive in all four phases of emergency
management: mitigation, preparedness, responsegaodery.

Mitigation

In 2004, the Town adopted a Pre-Disaster HazarayMion Plan. The Plan identifies the
most likely types of emergency incidents and laraiwhere these incidents are most likely to
take place. The Plan also sets forth a prioritistdf tasks to be completed to reduce the
damage from future emergencies. Key issues inféhttsre flooding and highway accidents,
which are the most frequent and damaging hazarasitkes in the Mitigation Plan are to
decrease the risk of flood damage and highway antsdthat the Town maintains an up-to-date
Rapid Response Plan, and that the Town maintapaitécipation in the National Flood
Insurance Program. Refer to the Mitigation Plandetails.

Preparedness

The Town has an appointed Emergency Management®@abor who is responsible for
working with town officials and first respondersrt@intain an up-to-date Rapid Response Plan.
The RRP documents all the steps that need to lea iakthe event of an emergency and includes
a complete listing of contacts, selected methodslferting the public, locations that are to be
used as shelters and emergency operations cethiesyailability of emergency equipment, and
a map of evacuation routes. The RRP should be exhand re-adopted on an annual basis to
ensure that the phone numbers for key individuadsarrect and that other key elements, such
as making sure that all shelters are approveddptherican Red Cross, are maintained.

Response

Fire Protection

Fire protection is provided by a 44-member voluntee department with a centrally
located station on Arch Street and a substatioheaODMYA plant in Florence. Fire fighting
equipment includes three pump trucks, a tankeb-8@t extension ladder truck, an emergency
generator truck, utility trailer, and an equipmentk. Members meet weekly to train and check
equipment. Additional fire support is availableaigh the Rutland County Mutual Fire
Association. Expansion of residential and comméraigs along Route 3 and Route 7 will
necessitate an expansion of water service to sufjpafighting needs. In some cases, new
development has been limited due to inadequaterwateice to areas south of the village. The
largest fundraising event sponsored by the PVRbadHaunted House at the former sanitarium.
This October fundraiser has been a community esiaoe 1980 and attracts 4,000 plus visitors
to Pittsford every year.

With funds from FEMA, a siren was installed behthd Town Office in 2006 to alert
citizens of immanent danger due to environmentglulric safety issues. The siren is tested
monthly and citizens have been informed of the ayppate responses to siren signals.
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Police Protection

The Town uses a system of constables and speaaixdrary policemen, who must be
trained and certified through the Vermont Policademy. The State Police and the Rutland
County Sheriff’'s Department provide additional pelservices.

These officers strongly recommend that a townwitletemust be made to bring house
numbers up to the 9-1-1 standards. In some instameore than one number appears on a
dwelling, making it very difficult to determine they have arrived at the correct residence when
a call comes in for assistance. Public complamdtiate that discussion is needed concerning
traffic calming and speed limits throughout theagk.

Emergency Medical Services

Pittsford First Response provides immediate cadepatient stabilization services. The
nearest hospital is the Rutland Regional Medicaltée Ambulance service is provided by
Rutland Regional Ambulance as needed.

Recovery:

Pittsford maintains records of costs incurred mracovery from disasters, including
road repairs, culvert replacements, etc. Recordinthreporting this information to Vermont
Emergency Management and the local Agency of Tiamaipon District Office helps the State
to apply for Presidential declarations of disastdarger events and can make the town eligible
for substantial reimbursement of costs. The Tomahits residents have historically been
supportive of residents who suffered damage oebasd have provided whatever assistance
was needed or available.

Emergency Management Analysis:

The Town of Pittsford has been active in its emecgananagement responsibilities.
Because of the town’s small population and rurtilrsgg response to some types of emergencies
will not be as quick as they might be in larger counities, but the town’s residents have taken
strides to be as self-sufficient as possible inetent of an emergency.

Solid Waste Disposal (Trash and Recyclables)

Pittsford operates a solid waste transfer statro@epot Street, which accepts residential
garbage for compacting and transfer to the regisolad waste collection center. Most
recyclable items are accepted at the local statResidents are urged to clean and sort items
before attempting to use the facility. The Solid&té District conducts a collection of hazardous
wastes four times a year. Collection dates arerided in local papers and bulletins. In
addition, construction debris, metals, householaliapces and some other products can be
discarded for a fee at the regional transfer statio Gleason Road in Rutland. Pittsford operates
the transfer station on a fee basis per bag ofaggrland admits residents who have purchased a
bumper sticker at the Town Offices. Current haafrsperation are posted for Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Pittsford is a member of the Rutlangiétel Solid Waste District. As an alternative
to use of the Transfer Station, private collecsenvices for solid waste are available. Also at
the transfer station, the boy scouts have a reblerzottle bin.
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Education concerning recycling and its benefitsvéiad to reduce the amount of trash,
which is disposed of in our community. The amaeintecycled materials is well below the 50%
mark, which is the goal of the industry. Despigional and local efforts, the recycling rate in
recent years has declined.

Cable Television, Telephone, Electric Service

Cable television service is available in some aofaswn through Comcast with an
office located on North Main Street in Rutland.r Fesidents not able to access cable, a variety
of digital and satellite services are also avadablthe immediate region.

In March 2008, FairPoint Communications, Inc. t@ver Verizon’s landline phone and
Internet service areas in Northern New EnglandrPeant has plans to expand high-speed
Internet access across Vermont, Maine, and New ldaimg Cell phone service reception is
good to excellent in the Pittsford area with somedd” spots in isolated areas. A cell phone
tower is located on Grandpa’s Knob to the wesheftown.

Modern communication technology is essential faneenic development, education,
and efficient medical and emergency services. @whe capability and high-speed Internet
(a.k.a broadband) are especially important for enon development. The Vermont Department
of Public Service Approximate Broadband Availaliith Vermont — 2006 map indicates that
much of Pittsford has access to high-speed Intéhnetigh cable modems or through DSL (over
the phone lines). Areas that may not have servicieide the western town border (adjacent to
Hubbardton and Castleton) and the southeast cofiewn. The Maclure Library also provides
access to high-speed Internet on six public compute

Residential and commercial power is supplied byt@éWermont Public Service with
offices located in Rutland. The majority of CVP$®wer is purchased through long-term
contracts from Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Stdtieated in Vernon, Vermont and Hydro-
Quebec.

Currently under study is a 50-megawatt wind powejget through Noble
Environmental Power with a proposal to erect 1ZGavind turbines along the ridgeline of
Grandpa’s Knob. At this writing, approval has bgeanted for the erection of small towers to
study environmental effects and wind velocitiesithii two years, provided all permits are
obtained, the wind towers could be erected. Uaa#st as to who might purchase power
generated by the turbines may lead to a town-weflerendum on the issue; however, the Public
Service Board will have final say on this projelthis project currently appears in doubt. (See
also: Energy Plan.)

Sewer System

Connections to the wastewater treatment planpanearily along Route 7 north and
south in the Village, and along Arch Street whéeeglant is located. A new sewage treatment
plant was built in 2002. An engineering firm haeb retained to propose solutions to the
remaining problems with the sludge handling sysasich chlorine contact chamber so that we
meet all State regulatory requirements.
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A separate problem is the infiltration of storndaroundwater into the sewer pipes,
which affects the efficiency of the wastewater tm@&ent process, and, at times brings the inflow
to the plant to maximum capacity, and exceed cépattimes. The consequence is that the
plant does not have surplus capacity to connechamydevelopment in the Village. The Water
and Sewer Commission continues to work with engingeconsultants to identify the source of
the infiltration and plan solutions to the problem.

Residents outside the area served by the treafphartmust install private septic
systems which meet State standards. A State perneituired and a State authorized inspector
must approve the system before enclosure. Peonitsfare available from the Town Clerk.

Public Water Service

The Pittsford municipal water system consists v §prings on land purchased from the
Nickwackett dairy farm in North Chittenden on Nickekett Mountain, and one spring (Sand
Spring) located approximately one mile south. TEmel has been purchased by the Town of
Pittsford to protect the water source. The Nickvetkater supply is stored in three reservoirs
on Plains Road with capacities of 25,000, 175,0a0&00,000 gallons. Pittsford water system
currently uses one-third of its capacity. As oggmbto the sewer system, our water supply is
more than adequate and of excellent quality. Tatmsystem, however, does not provide an
adequate water distribution pressure or flow volummeet the requirements of the Vermont
Water Supply Rule to some sections of town. Masing is 19" century vintage and needs
replacing.

Two privately owned water systems serve Corn Hliakes. Testing and quality of these
systems is supervised by the State Water ResoArgesrity. Protection of the water source to
these developments is something for them to conside

Residents of Pittsford and Florence may connetitégublic water systems where
available. Residents outside the water distrietsapplied by private wells or springs. Within
the present service area, additional service ta@sbe installed to met the needs of commercial
or residential development with the cost bornehgydeveloper. Although there is plenty of
water available, the present piping system isemiaen areas of Town, severely undersized,
especially along Route 7 south. Although thenqgesty of water available, the existing piping
system to specific areas of town is severely ungeds specifically to the Route 7 south area.

In 2008, a comprehensive study was completed oPittsford and Florence water
systems stretching from the springs in Chittenaetiné fire hydrants in Florence. This study
included an analysis of the two systems, Statelaémy requirements, fire fighting needs, and
recommendations for upgrades to the system alotigalernative financing suggestions.

In November 2008, the Water and Sewer Commissitedvim proceed with engineering
design for the recommended upgrades. The totateasiplement all the important
recommendations is estimated at $4,725.000. On19ag009, town residents approved the
water system upgrade and its funding through l@awasgrants. Work should begin in earnest by
September 2009 and be completed by the summell @0f0. The project has three main
components: (@) upgrade undersized pipe to impsewace and fire flows; (b) interconnect the
Pittsford and Florence systems; and (c) install enodneters for all users.
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In order to become eligible for State funding, $?dtd and Florence customers will have
to begin paying rates commensurate with the averageof municipal water rates in Vermont.
Like many communities, Pittsford and Florence nieealddress the issue of aging infrastructure.
The Commission believes it is important to addtkese problems now, and will proceed to
complete design engineering and seek availablearignd

Maclure Public Library

Pittsford is most fortunate to have a public ligréacility which is centrally located and
on the National Registry of Historic Places. Tiwrt library was founded in 1796 and the
present building was donated by Dr. Henry Walket885. The lower level was redesigned in
2000 as a children’s room, with a reference andpmger area. Grant money facilitated major
roof repairs and two new chimneys. In 2008, thelM@ Library was featured in theutland
Regional Plan’shapter on Public Libraries.

The library is funded
primarily by tax dollars, donations
and endowment dividends. A Board
of Trustees oversees the operations
and sets its policies.
In small communities, the
local library provides a range of
services, resources and activities that
are cultural as well as educational;
such as children’s programs, reading
groups, literacy education, informal
concerts, movies and more. In
addition to our own collection, sourcerutiand Regional Plar2008.
patrons have access to material from
libraries throughout Vermont via interlibrary loan.

The Maclure Library offers different services thdmthe local public schools. The
community library serves all ages, from toddlerseaiors. Special focuses are preschool story
hours, daycare and senior housing book delivemphaawisits, lectures, and Internet and
computing facilities. The library provides the aomuomity free meeting room space, current
literature, information resources and technologyl materials to pursue personal growth, to
make informed decisions and to be self-reliantvitllials. The library is open six days a week
and all programs and services are free to PittsdartiFlorence residents; out of town residents
may borrow materials by paying an annual memberfg@p

To provide the residents of Pittsford with the lj@s¢sible services, the library
collaborates on programs and activities with therBation Department, Lothrop Elementary
School, Otter Valley Union High School, parentsugrs, and other regional public libraries and
organizations.

Maclure Library’s 2007 — 2012 Long Rang3e Plancpdites an above average increase

in circulation and program attendance, and inadeqoarking for library patrons. Future plans
include increased funding for materials and progrdibrary automation, and parking.
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Town Offices

The Town of Pittsford municipal offices are located modern brick facility located on
Plains Road off of Route 7 north. The offices leotlee Town Clerk, Town Manager, Recreation
Director, Town Listers’, Zoning Administrator andsastants to the Town Manager and Clerk.
The town vault is in this building. Various towommittees meet here and the offices are
equipped with up to date phone and computer systé&thsown business is conducted on site.

Future plans include a complete fire-proof vaulthie basement area to store files.
Recently, the replacement of the roof was completed

Post Office

The town post office is located in a wooden strigjust off Route 7 and adjacent to a
general store. The structure has been deemedjuaiteby the Postal Service and plans have
been underway to build a replacement; however rowetsy arose within the citizenry regarding
location which has held the project up for a nunddgrears. A legal challenge to the
developer’s proposed location at the junction @i Road and Route 7, led to a decision by the
State Supreme Court that the proposal needs tevaenped to ensure public safety at the point
of egress from the site. To date, the project resnan hold. The location of the post office can
be important in the Town’s development of a villagater and its location should be given very
careful consideration.

Pittsford needs a new post office and it idealbuld be located in a safe and convenient
area for all residents, especially the elderly wiay live within walking distance of any
proposed location. Ideally, a new post office vablog situated within the Village Center so that
it could benefit from and add to the shared amesibf the center.

Recreation

The town is fortunate to have a Recreation Areafalidime Recreation Director who is
responsible for the development and managemenvafiety of programs offered by the
department. Programs include a summer day-campgdaCross approved swimming instruction
program as well as baseball, basketball, and sgrograms and a special program for senior
citizens. Additionally, there are scheduled evédatsll ages to include a fishing derby, ice
cream social, teen dances, movie nights and thel@own wide event, Pittsford Day. The
Recreation area is located off Furnace Road. vérg well maintained and consists of baseball
and soccer fields, a basketball court, tennis sparswimming area in a spring fed pond,
volleyball court and children’s play area with negquipment. Additionally, there is a bathhouse
with bathroom facilities, a snack bar, and a pigawilion. There are grills and picnic tables by
the brook and beaches for relaxing. The areaes op Pittsford residents from April to
November with a small fee for use of the swimmingga Lifeguards are on duty in the summer,
throughout the day. For a nominal fee, the areaaslable to rent for special events for
residents and non-residents. Additional recreasources are described further in the
Recreation and Open Space section of the Plan.
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Pittsford Actions: Utility and Facility Plan

The town needs to explore ways to increase anthreéist Response volunteers.

The town should meet with current childcare proxsdend parents of school-age children
to determine if there is a need for additionalalchre capacity in town.

There is a need to participate in multi-town emaoyepreparedness while striving to be
self sufficient wherever possible.

IV.  Recreation and Open Space
Recreation

Open space is important to the town as a comparfdatal planning and serves two
functions: First, it protects and enhances nat@sdurces; and secondly, it is intimately related
to the economic growth of the area by virtue ohjpeal to potential land owners and visitors
who view it as part of the region's character. #ven exercises local control of open space and
recreational facilities through zoning and proposelddivision regulations.

Pittsford has benefited from the actions of theukatConservancy, and others to
preserve undeveloped land. The town and schoalalistvn several parcels within the
community boundaries and outside the town in Chités where development is prohibited and
forestry management practices are followed. Thatoow has a Forest Management Plan
developed in 2007.

Residents and visitors alike can enjoy our locahgcand historic treasures which
include several historic sites within the town. efdare four covered bridges, two of which have
been rehabilitated and the Gorham Bridge, whichiilegs completely rebuilt. In addition, there
is an eighteenth century iron furnace, historiddings, the site of the Revolutionary War’s Fort
Vengence and Fort Mott, as well as several cavéikig trails and numerous vistas. The view
with the Taconic Mountains on the west, Green Mainston the east and the beautiful Otter
Creek Valley showcases the natural and historiatyeaf the town. Brooks and streams which
wind through town provide water for fishing, whder scenic beauty and open space provide
opportunities for picnicking, hiking and camping.

The community has developed and maintains the sabBatsford Recreational Area,
which is a vital link to all forms of recreationrfarea residents. We are fortunate to own this
site which was purchased from the State as it \aasgb the Sanitorium. A resident committee
oversees the athletic and recreational programsddlition, the Trails Committee, a group of
local hiking enthusiasts volunteer their time affdrés to develop and now maintain the series
of hiking trails throughout the town which traveisath public and primarily private land. This
trails system is a valuable recreational assah®town and is one of the few such systems in
the state.
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Inventory of Existing Pittsford Recreational Facilities

Name Type Location Owner:
Pittsford Recreation Area Public Recreation Furnace Road Pittsford
Camp Sangamon for Boys Summer Camp Sang&uoad Private
Camp Betsey Cox for Girls Summer Camp SamngaRoad Private
Golf Driving Range Driving Range Route @rith Private.
Pittsford Ice Caves Exploribgve Goat Farm Road Hist.Society
Pittsford Recreation Trails Network Trails Various Public/Private
Proctor Town Forest Town of Proctor

(109 acres located in Pittsford —\btiipple Hollow Road)
Pittsford Town Forest Middle Rd Chittenden

(290 acres located on the Middle R&zdttenden)
Sugar Hollow Preserve Forest  The Nature Ceasely Sugar Hollow Rd
(282.1 acres located on the SugdloiWdroad)

High Pond Preserve Forest The Nature Conseyva Fire Hill Road Florence
(1,513.7 acres located on the HiteRoad in Florence)

Proctor-Pittsford Country Club  Golf Course reeslill Road Private

Sugar Hollow Driving Range Driving Range oURe 7 South Commercial

Taranovich Recreation Fields Athletic Fields Route 3 Private

Pomainville Wildlife Management Area Route 7 North State of VT

(360 acres bordering Otter Creek)
Pittsford Actions: Recreation

Continue to support the trails committee in thélorts to maintain the walking trails

Continue to review and update Recreation Area naedsnaintenance as well as review
community interest in programs. Expand and chgmggrams as indicated.

Consider opportunities to utilize recreational &ss& a more year-round basis

Protect and maintain our recreational assets byagiag out recreational, historical and
natural resources wisely.

Evaluate opportunities to add new recreationaldiets for both adults and children.

V. Educational Facilities Plan
Education Vision and Goals

The Town of Pittsford will strive to provide maegucational opportunities. The Town
will seek out educational and cultural opportusitier all ages through organized evening and
summer programs of classes and activities. To deveelcommunity program of "creative
education", Pittsford residents will be given tipportunity to instruct small classes in subjects
ranging from music, hobbies, athletic programsglege training, computer education, etc.
Through these programs, the Town hopes to creatgant community that respects the talents
and creativity of all its citizens.
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Education Facilities and Funding

The Pittsford School District five-member Boardifectors oversees the operation of
the K-6 Lothrop Elementary School. The original@ahopened in 1912 and served grades 1-12.
With renovations in 1967, 1985, 1992 and 1995 pil&ding now serves 283 elementary
students as of January 2008. The building hasd€sdoms, a library/resource center, computer
lab, music room, art room, student support cept@ncipal, guidance, and secretary office space,
and a health station within the main building. Tladeteria and physical education facilities are
housed in the former Town Hall, which was purchasgthe school district in 1967.

The Lothrop School buildings are in good physiaaidition. The age of the buildings
necessitates constant maintenance but no majovagons are anticipated over the next five
years.

Lothrop provides student transportation for appradely ninety-five percent of the
student body. Six buses, ranging in age from o tel3 years old, cover approximately
32,000 miles of rural roads in a normal school y&ae town road crew works closely with the
school during the winter months to assure safesgramation for students.

Students in grades 7 — 12 attend Otter Valley Uil@h School (OVUHS). The
OVUHS Board is made up of twelve members with thmegnbers representing the Town of
Pittsford. The budget for OVUHS is developed by @VUHS Board and presented to all six
sending towns for their approval. OVUHS servesttivens of Brandon, Goshen, Leicester,
Pittsford, Sudbury, and Whiting. The OVUHS enraimh has decreased from 718 to 657 from
the fall of 2006 to the spring of 2009. Projecfi@re for enrollment to decrease until 2012 to a
level of around 550 students, staying relativelseldor some years thereafter. The
student/teacher ratio was 12.54 during the 200Zeb®ol year. The grade 9 — 12 dropout rare
for the 2003-04 school year was 5.0%; for the 208Fear, it was 2.24%.

The original main OVUHS building was constructedlB60. A library addition came in
1987 with an arts annex added in 1992 and a mgtdieol addition in 1996. Total enrollment
capacity is now in excess of 780. Because of thesed enrollment capacity, future residential
development with its potential impact on enrollmean be absorbed. A new roof was installed
on the main building in 2008. The school has @& old wastewater treatment facility which
will be refurbished in 2009. Site work to includeédressing storm drainage problems, traffic
and parking improvements and the replacement éfoilistorage tanks will also occur during
2009, the facility has a significant need to upgrttk electrical and HVAC systems.

The Town of Pittsford is assessed for the Otteteyadxpenditures based upon its annual
enrollment as compared to the union as a wholesf&itl was expected to contribute 28% of the
OVUHS budget for the 2006-2007 school year. Stuglatiending Otter Valley Union High
School as juniors and seniors have access to #fif®t Technical Center. The cost of
vocational education is assessed separately townre

The Pittsford School District and the OVUHS didtace part of the Rutland Northeast
Supervisory Union. RNESU serves the towns of Boanhittenden, Goshen, Leicester,
Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, and Whiting. RNESUsus a superintendent of schools, a
business manager and office staff, special edutdirectors and services, and a curriculum
director and services for the above towns. RNEBU provides student transportation services
for those students attending OVUHS and its sendiagentary schools. Towns are assessed
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based upon their annual student enrollment as ceedpa the district as a whole. The RNESU
Board is composed of three members from each sdhistoict. Each school district has three
votes at the supervisory union level.

Post-secondary education options are not locatéittsford, but there are several
colleges located in the Rutland Region. CastletateSCollege, College of St. Joseph
Community College of Vermont, and Green Mountaifié€g are all within a short drive from
Pittsford.

Pittsford Actions: Education

Establish an education program of “creative edocdtiin which town residents have the
opportunity to share their skills, knowledge, ietss and hobbies with others.

Fully utilize available community facilities suck achool, town hall, recreation area,
library, etc. for educational programs such asctieative education classes.

Build on current programs offered by the Librargldhe Recreation Department.

VI.  Energy Plan
Energy Vision and Goals

As costs of transportation and heating fuel cargito rise faster than household incomes,
residents will need to implement cost-effectiverggesaving measures, as well as stable,
alternative energy sources. In the future, thentewisions energy consumption as a guiding
force in development and land use planning decssidrne town is interested in exploring the
possibility of using micro-hydro as a sustainaldarse of electricity.

Energy Use
Electric Energy

Pittsford is primarily a residential community. Efiecal power is provided by the Central
Vermont Public Service Corporation (CVPS). The ¢éatgndustry in the area, OMYA, obtains
its power from its privately owned Vermont Marblevi®er Division. Pittsford has not suffered
from a shortage of available energy nor does ieapthat this will be a problem should the town
expand its commercial and industrial base.

CVPS purchases its electricity from two major sesrdydroelectricity (38.2%) and
nuclear power (54.2%). While Pittsford’s energydeeare not likely to outpace its energy
sources, there is some long-term instability asgediwith the current supply of power.
Contracts with HydroQuebec (hydroelectricity imgarfrom Canada) and Vermont Yankee are
set to expire in the next few years. Contract retiatjons could mean higher prices for the
region and for the state.

Transportation Energy

Pittsford’s 1,712 workers spent an average of aBduhinutes on the way to work in
2000. An overwhelming 85% drove alone in their oxghicle. Carpooling contributed another
7% of workers, while 3% walked and 5% worked at bd@ensus 2000). Compared to Rutland
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County data, Pittsford residents drove alone tckwwoore frequently, and commuted about four
minutes longer than the average. Municipalitiestoalp reduce drive times for their residents by
encouraging compact development patterns thatdasatwices close to each other and close to
where people live. The town should continue taestigate the merits of “Park and Ride”
programs and parking lots for same.

Home Heating Energy

Pittsford residents used a variety of fuel soutodseat their homes in 2000. Fuel oil and
kerosene heated nearly three-quarters of Pittfdrdusing units. Bottled, tank or liquid
petroleum gas heated 13% of homes, and 5% of hasekelectricity. Wood fuel is the only
renewable source used to heat Pittsford homessamsed by about 7% of households (Census
2000).

Regional Energy Trends
TheRutland Regional Plaf2008) identifies several trends in energy use twe next 5-

20 years. Pittsford’s energy use changes are likehe in line with these regional trends.

Electrical energy consumption is likely to contirtodncrease in the commercial and
industrial sectors. Demand from these sectors ydni®ughout the year.

Peaks in demand will likely become a significami@ern for providers and
consumers, as large-scale storage of electricitptisn option.

Demand for fossil fuels (used in transportatiorathng), and power generation) will
continue to increase, despite increases in coslud®n in demand is limited by our
built environment, which is automobile-orientedtekhative transportation such as
rail service or bus, suffer from inadequate critroass to support same.

Energy supplies are likely to become less stalalesiog prices to rise.
Energy Saving Strategies and Alternative Energy Saues
Although Pittsford has little control over thedtuations of the global energy market,
there are many steps they can take at a local tevedIp their citizens and government offices

function cost-effectively and with the smallest gibte impact on the environment.

Efficient Building and Infrastructure Design

Efficient building design is an important aspeceakrgy conservation. Although the
town does not utilize a building code, it does esddhe efforts of the District Environmental
Commission in lowering water use in toilets, inlstgl reduced flow shower heads, and other
energy saving options, when it considers an Act2&mnit. The town also encourages the use of
compact fluorescent bulbs as a way to reduce erengyumption. The town supports initiatives
such as the Pittsford Community Corporation laudcaa@rogram resulting in the replacement
and installation of 3,000 fluorescent bulbs.

Planting trees around a home or other building iles/shade in the summer and
protection from wind in the cold winter months. 8oetacing windows provide a means of
passive solar heating. Citizens of Pittsford irdexd in efficient building design can consult the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEBPeen Building Rating System™,
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provided by the U.S. Green Building Council (see discussion provided in the Rutland
Regional Plan).

The water department maintains an inspection prodoa leaks. Furthermore, the town
is contracting for inspection of all water sewael and storm drains for the purpose of
eliminating infiltration into the wastewater treant plant. This should reduce the quantity of
water treated at the plant and the amount of pesckw/ater released into Otter Creek while also
reducing the demand for electrical usage at thetpla

Designated Village Center

In keeping with Pittsford’s agricultural heritage,maintaining open spaces, in
preserving the rural countryside and in effortsetduce sprawl, the town will encourage
commercial development in a designated Village @enConsolidating venues, services and
parking within the same area provides convenieaceeiidents while at the same time promotes
a healthy business environment. Combining mershamd venues in one area helps to recruit
new synergistic businesses and at the same tinr@wep their probability for success. The
designated Village Center assists in mitigatinffit@ongestion by centralizing the resulting
commercial traffic at one location instead of splieg it out for multiple traffic stops up and
down the highway.

The Forrest Farm is located at what most resideatdd currently call the Village
Center area with Pittsford’s more popular and exgstenues already located adjacent to the site
including the Maclure Library, Kamuda’s Country &toThe Hilltop Tavern, and the Post
Office. A Vermont State Designated Village Cergeza has been identified and approved and
provides certain financial and tax benefits for aoencial improvements within the designated
area. Also, state and local Historical Districsig@ations have been awarded to several areas
within Pittsford. The Forrest Farm site is withine Vermont State Designated Village Center
are and within a designated State and Federal fitigt®istrict, thus making those financial
benefits available for restoration and developnoenthe site and also assuring that all such
restoration and development is in keeping withsRitd’s heritage and historical architecture.

As of the writing of this plan, suggestion boxes @r place at various locations in town
and selected groups of residents are meeting togisvarious uses for the property.
Fundraising efforts will begin within the next yg2010) to raise the necessary funds to
complete purchase of the property for future dguelent which could include housing, a post
office, retail outlets and open land for the enjeyrof future residents.

Traditional Land Use Patterns

Land use patterns are a significant factor inrdeit@ng energy demand. Transportation
is the leading user of energy in the Region artienState. Compact development and mixed-
use village / town center development help redweand for transportation energy by locating
many goods and services in the same place. Supgaatmpact development surrounded by
more rural open areas also helps maintain thetivadi land use pattern that residents and
visitors associate with the history and characteuo state.
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Solar and Wind Power

Solar power is not used to any significant degrakimwPittsford, although both solar and
wind power have been tried and found successfal lomited scale. The town is very interested
in the use of alternative sources for energy ssgbeasive solar and wind power wherever these
may be feasible.

There is a wind power project being planned by Mdbhvironmental Power, a portion of
which would be in Pittsford. Other towers wouldibédubbardton and West Rutland.

Noble has received State approval to install tasets to gather data over a two-year
period. If successful, the proposed project islibi20 towers along a six (6) mile section of
Grandpa’s Knob and would have an estimated capatitp to 60-megawatts. At present, this
project appears to be on hold and in doubt.

Hydropower

Pittsford is currently home to a hydropower plapérated by CVPS. Vermont has the
fourth largest potential in the nation for low paveed small hydro projects, according to a
recent Dept. of Energy feasibility study, whichicates that this may be a significant resource
for energy independence in the future. Communitgrddyprovides an interactive mapping tool
which displays the potential of hydropower. Theme several potential power project sites that
appear to be located in Pittsford (Map btip://www.communityhydro.bizAccessed 8/1/2008).
The town is interested in exploring opportunitiesricro-hydro power generation.

Pittsford Actions: Energy

Adopt an Energy Conservation Policy

Appoint a Local Energy Coordinator and create aergy Committee to explore
alternative and sustainable fuel sources in towaoh s micro-hydro.

Work with Efficiency Vermont to help reduce enerpsts.

Promote energy-reducing alternate methods andatitias construction on all
new municipal buildings.

Encourage car-pooling to work and develop a “Paxk Ride Program”.

Promote builders in the town to use energy-effice@mstruction methods and
encourage their use and determine if this can Ipgermented through changes in
our Zoning Regulations.

The Vermont School Energy Program, run by the Verniepartment of Public
Service, fittp://publicservice.vermont.gov/energy-efficieray/ semp.htnplis a
support program providing management tools to kelpols maximize their
energy saving potential, and should be used.
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VII. Housing
Housing Vision and Goals

All housing in Pittsford should be safe, sanitang affordable and should meet the needs
of current and future Pittsford residents. The Tewamiorities should be to improve existing low
and moderate income housing and to locate new hgugtions in a visually attractive
environment. The Town will also encourage the preg@n and rehabilitation of the town’s
existing housing stock.

Basic Housing Information

Housing is the most dominant feature of Pittsfetollilt environment. Pittsford’s housing
stock consists primarily of wood framed, single figrhomes scattered throughout the
community. The two largest concentrations of hoaresin Pittsford Village and Florence.
Together they account for a substantial proportiball homes in the Town.

Housing costs, including construction, maintenaaoel taxation, are the single most
important financial expense and investment of mesidents. Supplying appropriate housing
for residents of all income levels and life stagesn important role of the Town.

The number of housing units in Pittsford has iasezl steadily each decade since 1940.
Between 1960 and 2000, the total more than doubdeti 388. Of those, 68% were single family
homes, 9% were in two-family homes, 8.5% were neobdmes, and the remainder were in
larger multi-family structures.

Renters made up 24% of the town’s population id028lightly below the average of
30% for Rutland County and comparable with most-sirdd communities aside from Rutland
City and Fair Haven.

Homes used on a seasonal basis accounted for. 59t the total in 2000, among the
lowest proportions in the County. The town's cdntraation in relation to both ski areas and
lake regions has attracted seasonal residentsadinber of seasonal residences, however,
dropped 3.75% from 80 units in 1980 to 77 in 1%Wdiween 1991 and 2000, the number of
seasonal housing units dropped to 48, accountingi$b 3.5% of residences.

Finally, according to the US Census, the medianéheatue in Pittsford placed the town
exactly at the mid-point of the County.

Based upon the household size in Pittsford, and yopulation projections, the number
of housing units required in the next decade vdr@s a low of 35 to a high of 335.

The town does not have a large number of rent&$ @viailable either as single family
homes or as multiple family dwellings. Some of tim&s currently being used require lead paint
abatement, plumbing or electrical upgrades or otlegk to meet current state codes. Property
owners and developers can seek grant programswardst loans, to rehabilitate these structures
to meet community’s housing requirements.
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Housing for senior citizens has been enhanced girthe development of the Pittsford
Commons residential living condominiums. This tyfeesidence and other community living
accommodations are congruent with the town’s plana revitalized village with pedestrian
services and commercial center to support a cergsadential district, i.e. the designated Village
Center and possibly the current Forrest Farm ptgper

Householders

The increase in housing units over the last 35sykas not been met by an equal growth
in the Town’s population. Since 1970, the numbenaising units in town has jumped by 75%.
During that same time period, however, the towmpylation grew by just 36%. A dramatically
declining average household size is the princigason. Trends toward families having fewer
children, larger numbers of elderly persons ingbpulation, and young adults choosing to wait
longer before marriage and having children havé eaatributed to this decline.

Persons age 65 and older made up 13% of Pittsfpapulation in 2000 (a figure that is
comparable with statewide numbers). It is inténgsto note, however, that households led by
persons 65 and over accounted for 20% of all resteupied units and 21% of all owner-
occupied homes (Statewide, the figures were 17%2866l respectively). This suggests that
there are many households being led by personsoolerate or fixed incomes. It is expected that
in the nine years since the 2000 Census, theseergsmhd percentages have increased, based on
the number of people age 55-64 at the time.

Single parent households accounted for nearly @68t family households with
children in 2000. And while this figure is complaleawith a Rutland County figure of 28%, it
underscores a housing, transportation, and chiéddeaed in the town.

One final note of interest: nearly 38% of Pittsfe@pulation in the year 2000 lived in a
different home five years prior. Of those, one tgrarelocated from outside Rutland County.
These figures highlight how, even in a relativablde community such as Pittsford, there can be
tremendous turnover.

Affordable Housing
Cost and Affordability

In general, housing is considered to be “affordatdex household when the standard
costs amount to no more than 30% of a househotdssgncome. (This does not include related
costs such as water & sewer, transportation, tates,

In the year 2000, 36% of all renters paid more tB@¥ of their income towards housing.
Slightly below the Region-wide and Statewide avesadput troubling for those individuals.
Among homeowners in Pittsford, 32% of househalith a mortgage and 5% of ownevithout
a mortgage were paying more than 30% of their iretorhousing. These figures are
comparable to the 24% and 15% Statewide and Comioky-numbers.

According to the 2005 Rutland County housing Ne&slsessment, Pittsford’s
affordability for both first-time and “move-up” haowners — those seeking to grow into larger
homes — is comparable with that of other similaized towns in the Rutland Region. Home sale
price, for single family homes on less than sieaaf land, have doubled over the past ten
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years, but that increase has essentially mirrdredrend across Rutland County. Over that same
time period, median family adjusted gross incomBittsford increased by 54%, from $37,400

in 1997 to $53,400 in 2006. While this data carietised for a direct comparison, it does
suggest that housing costs have outstripped gaimsomes over the past decade.

Median Home Sale Prices (under 6 acres), Pittsforfl Rutland County: 1997-2006
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Source: Vermont Department of Taxes, property feartax, accumulated data reports 1997-
2006.http://www.state.vt.us/tax/statisticsproptrans.dhinsited 7-1-2007

Local Subsidized Housing

Currently, there are 30 subsidized or below-mallketsing units for elderly persons in
Pittsford. This figure is roughly comparable togbmf other towns in the Region with similar
populations. There is a gap, however, in subsidifdily” units in the Town. At present there
are no such units in Pittsford, while other commiesisuch as Fair Haven, Brandon, Castleton,
and Rutland town each have over 20.

Regional Housing Challenges

It is important to note in this section that whihe market for subsidized, or lower-cost
traditional housing, may not be present in Pittdfaris present on a regional basis. And the
Region, of course, is nothing more than a collectibindividual communities. Each has a
responsibility to assist where possible the Regidmwver-income families.

The 2005 Rutland County Housing Needs Assessitdentified several segments of the

population that are facing especially difficult sgtees for housing that is affordable. Among the
study’s conclusions are three key points:
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- The County’s non-elderly, low-income renters argently underserved by the
supply of subsidized rental housing, especialljhwispect to the distribution of
Section 8 housing certificates.

- Rental affordability problems are almost entirehgited to those earning less
than $20,000; while they represent just over Hadfrenters in the County, they
account for 80% of those experiencing high rentbos. Families with fixed or
low incomes are faced with ongoing difficult deorss about which bills to pay.
Homelessness (including those living on the siaeetthose forced to co-
habitate with other families) is an ongoing issu®tighout the Region and
State.

- The market for moderate-income, first time homelosiygtied closely to
mortgage rates. When mortgage rates are low tiiingt homebuyers can make
payments towards the mortgage’s principal instdddhweing to pay high
interest rates.

- The greatest concern for potential first-time homes is the need for a
stronger local job base to provide households thighminimum income of
about $32,000 to afford a first home (2004 data).

Housing Challenges in Pittsford
Water & Sewer Capacity

Any future housing development in the Village isexely restricted by sewer plant
capacity and undersized water lines in some lonatiBresently the reserve capacity of the
sewer plant is overcome by stormwater infiltratioto sections of the piping system such that at
times the flow rate considerably exceeds the plapacity, and creates problems in control of
effluent within regulatory standards.

Resolution of the water problem is presently un@dstwThe sewer problem has yet to be
resolved, but, initial investigation is underway.

Growth in the Village, residential or commerciatéstricted and therefore, growth will
probably occur through sprawl in rural areas. Bgjthe water and sewer problems is critical to
encouraging growth in the Village and managing dhowi the Town.

Aging Housing Stock

Nearly half of the town’s housing units are 70 geald. While age of housing is not
necessarily synonymous with condition of housindephomes do tend to have greater
maintenance costs. In Pittsford, the substantidrgl population living in owner-occupied
homes (see the first page of this section) — ményhom live on fixed incomes - may be facing
maintenance work and costs beyond their means.prbidem is not just a local one —
substantial older housing exists throughout théeStabut it has the potential to be a growing
one. The challenge in the future will be not ordy $enior citizens and others to keep up with
maintenance work, but also for new families seekinlguy older homes and facing the
challenge of both buying a home and making subsiantprovements if previous residents
were unable to do them.
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Transportation

TheRutland Regional Plardentifies the cost of transportation as one eflilg “hidden”
costs of housing. People who live within walkingtdince of services, stores, and their places of
employment can, potentially, substantially redueartcosts by having just one car in a family,
or even no vehicles. The same holds true for haldslthat live near to reliable public
transportation. In Pittsford, limited services @tdres are available in the village center. In 2006
an infrequent but regular bus service was initiditddng Middlebury and Rutland; this is
expected to somewhat alleviate this need. Withetlogsions, it is possible that Village residents
can use fewer vehicles, or at least have the oppitytto use them less frequently. Outside of
the Village, however, and for substantial numbérsoonmuters throughout the town,
transportation is a cost that is simply a factolivafhg in Pittsford.

Pittsford Actions: Housing

Collaborate with not-for-profit housing organizatgsuch as the Rutland County
Community Land Trust, the Bennington-Rutland Opyoity Council, the Bennington
Rutland Opportunity Council (BROC), and Neighbor\W&of Western Vermont to pursue
options and meet housing needs of Pittsford retsden

Provide information to landlords and homeownersualstate and non-profit-funded housing
re-habilitation programs, including the USDA Rubsvelopment grant and loan programs.

Examine potential for the town’s zoning regulatiomsllow for higher density housing
while maintaining Pittsford’s historic charactepesifically:

0 Re-examine minimum lot sizes and setbacks, espetniahe Village and in
Florence

o Encourage development outside of village areaakte place in a clustered form
that concentrates homes and infrastructure whisewing usable land for
forestry, agricultural, or recreational purposes.

o Permitting the conversion of larger homes and stres to multi-family housing
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SECTION C: RELATIONSHIP OF PLAN WITH PLANS AND TREN DS OF REGION
AND NEIGHBORS

Planning is a necessary tool for enabling condtithrat allow as many Vermonters as
possible the opportunity to become builders, inmessand competitors in a worldwide market
place. We are looking to expand cottage industhese-based work, and entrepreneurial
ventures that preserve and revitalize the ruraheety of the town yet have minimal impact on
the infrastructure or the environment.

Adjacent Town Plans have been reviewed to inswaktkiere is no conflict between
Pittsford's development and conservation goalstlaose of neighboring communities and the
Rutland Regional Boards’ Plan. For the most paut/ddd County towns are focused on the
same objectives, as is Pittsford: preservationuadlrand open space, conservation of natural
resources, controlled residential growth to meetrtbeds of all residents, and development of
manufacturing and commercial services for improvowal economies.

This plan recognizes that Pittsford does not exigtolation from the region and will
affect and be affected by what happens in the sadimg municipalities. This plan promotes
residential, agricultural, conservation and smedlks commercial activities at levels consistent
with the community’s endowment of natural resouiicethe Rutland Region with minimal
impact on infrastructure and the environment.

For purposes of this Plan, the surrounding arelades the Towns of Rutland, Mendon,
Proctor, West Rutland, Castleton, Hubbardton, Sodlgrandon, and Chittenden. According to
the Rutland Region Future Use Map, the municipadléoPittsford shares with Hubbardton,
Castleton and West Rutland is characterized agikngity development and development
constraint areas due to mountainous terrain. Medlensity development is predicted along
the border with Proctor, Rutland Town, and south€asttenden. Along the border with
Brandon and Chittenden, low density developmeekgected due to mountainous terrain and
lack of infrastructure.

Adjacent Town Plans have been reviewed to indwakthere is no conflict between
Pittsford’s development and conservation goalsthnde4 of neighboring communities and the
Rutland Regional Plan. Surrounding Rutland Cotmiyns are focused on the same objectives,
as is Pittsford; preservation of rural and opeacsp conservation of natural resources, low-
density land development and continuation of resedased uses (such as agriculture) in
outlying areas, controlled residential growth toetndae needs of all residents, higher density and
commercial uses in existing built-up areas and ldgweent of manufacturing and commercial
services for improving local economies. Sensitiveas (such as flood plains) are also identified
and targeted for conservation, as they are inf&itts
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Section D: Implementation Program and Priorities

The major priorities for the Town over the next fegars will be upgrading the aging and
undersized piping of the public water system, swuhe problem of storm and groundwater
infiltration into the wastewater system, and weatlgethe economic recession which is
presently upon us. Itis hoped that the Federale@Gonent economic stimulus plan presently
being developed will in some way help with eachhafse immediate priorities.

However, we still must determine how to addressathgoing issue of how to revitalize
and expand the Town’s business base. This plapreg®sed a number of ‘actions’ which it is
believed will help reach this goal. Although agearterm objective it is of equal, if not greater,
importance to those priorities noted above.

Revitalizing the Village through development d¥ilage Green Center and
discouraging sprawl are seen as integral to anjateation plan.

Another problem which needs attention is our adiogsing stock. Almost 50% of the
houses in Pittsford are over 70 years old. Progrmtused on upgrading and preserving local
housing is a growing need.

The Zoning Regulations will be revised where neagsto satisfy the proposed actions
defined in this Plan.

Pittsford has some excellent attributes whichaizens value, and must be preserved
through local government support and the notewortiynteer efforts of many of our citizens.
Of note is our library and its various programg, Becreation Department with its facilities and
well managed programs, our Town Trails, and ouekeot schools. Also our open land, farms,
and forests enhance the quality of life in Pittdfor

Preserving and enhancing these resources throfaglug on the quality of life is the
essence of this plan.
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